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Spastics in 


Belfast 
—a special 
report 


WHAT is it like to live on 
a war-footing when you're 
in a wheelchair? Next 
month Spastics News will 
produce an in-depth fea- 
ture about the day-to-day 
lives of spastics in the 
troubled province of 
Northern Ireland. Where 
school buses bearing spas- 
tic children have been the 
targets of sharp-shooters 
mistaking them for police 
wagons. Where a £3,000 
safari-type Land-Rover, a 
gift of the Round Table so 
that handicapped children 
could enjoy outdoor pur- 
suits, had to be carefully 
considered because in the 
poorly-lit streets it might 
be taken for an Army 
vehicle. 

Yet at the same time, the 
Desmond Hanna, him- 
Self the father of a severely 
handicapped young son, is 
able to say of the voluntary 
work being done for the handi- 
capped: ‘It’s thriving. The 
Standard of care, education, 
health and welfare is in inverse 


proportion to the amount of 


the Troubles. 

‘The Troubles have made 
the value of a human being 
more appreciated. People 
carry on doing their daily work 
with heroic courage and deter- 
mination. Especially the 
drivers of the school buses. 
They slip in and out of the 
“no-go” areas keeping their 
fingers crossed.’ 


Mobility cash for over 50s 


DR Edmund Marshall (Lab, Goole) asked in the House of 
Commons when the Social Services Department would be able 
to receive applications for mobility allowance from disabled 


persons over SO years. 
Mr Alfred Morris, 


Minister for the Disabled, replied that 


they had recently started accepting applications in respect of 


child ed 11 to 14—for payment from November 
i wae Z 4 n 11 and 50, were eligible. They 


meant that people aged betwee 


would extend eligibility next to © 


then, by stages, to people between 51 and pension age. 
He could ge forecast when particular further 


groups would be included as that depended to some extent on 
the numbers eligible in earlier groups, — 
complete the phasing-in programme durir 


He could not at present 


hildren aged five and over and 


EVEN Christopher Robin 
didn’t get this close when 
he went to Buckingham 
Palace. Stuart Cheese- 


man, aged nine, from the 
Lonsdale School for the 
physically handicapped, 
Stevenage, Herts, is pic- 
tured left having a very 
privileged view of one of 
the state coaches in the 
Royal coachyard. He was 
at the Palace for 
National _ Spastics Gym- 
khanaon on October 26. 

The picture, right, shows one 
of the most exciting and nail- 
biting of the team events—the 
bucket elimination race, and 
here Marian Harris success- 
fully completes the ‘course. 
Marian, of the -Society’s 
Coombe Farm Centre, needed 
two helpers, but was loudiy 
applauded for her skill. 

Full story of the gymkhana 
on Page 12. 


Society still has that 
spirit of confidence 


AS BRITAIN sinks deeper into the red, so does The Spastics Society, hard 
hit by inflation and the country’s economic ills, But the spirit of confident 
enthusiasm which founded the Society nearly 25 years ago still lives on, 
and the shock news of a deficit approaching £2 million did not cast too 


much gloom over the Society’s AGM in October. 
There was plenty of bad news. Hundreds of 
delegates and observers heard that the gross cost 
of running 60 schools and centres had shot up by 
over £11 million, and it now costs up to £4,350 
a year to maintain a single spastic person in a 
centre. Local authorities had increased their 

contributions for places at Society schools and_ 
centres from £2.2 million in 1975 to £3.3 million 
in 1976, but they only paid 67 per cent of the cost. 
On top of every- more spastic people than 


before. 
thing else, the two per ““yy. 


His message was: 
cent increase on the 


‘Serious as our financial 
employers’ National — plight may be, let us not be 
Insurance contribution 


unduly depressed. Let us 
would cost the Society 


look at what we have 
achieved.’ 
an extra £100,000 a pr 


The Annual 
the AGM, glowed with stories 


Report; and 


year. i 

G d of achievements, but for his 

WS speech at the meeting, Mr 

ood ne Belson particularly singled out 
Fortunately there was 


plenty of good news, too. 
The Society’s Chairman, 
Mr Dorrien Belson, did not 
disguise the fact that the 
year under review had been 
a depressing one finan- 
cially, and ‘no one could 
be happy about the deficit.’ 
But in terms of achieye- 
ment, if was a_ very 
encouraging year in which 
the Society had _ helped 


SIR Harold Wilson bounds 
up the steps of the Royal 
College of Surgeons of 
London to speak at The 
Spastics Society’s AGM, 
With him is Chairman, 
Mr Dorrien Belson. 


24. That 


but it was hoped to 
ng 1979, 


the Society's success in edu- 
cation, . During the last 20 
years. 8,000 children — had 
been educated at the Society’s 
seven schools, and 3,000 of 
them had been subsequently 
helped into jobs, while 4,000 
had gone through the voca- 
tional and assessment centres 
for advice and help on their 
futures. 

The remarkable success was 
that many of the children had 
multiple handicaps, and they 
would not have had a chance 
of education if the Society had 
not existed to found schools 
for them, Instead they would 
probably have remained at 
home or been sent to sub- 
normality hospitals. No 
wonder, said the Chairman, 
that the Society’s education 
programme was so much 
admired internationally, and 
widely copied overseas, 


Expansion 


John Grenier, the 
Society’s retiring Honorary 
Treasurer, was not unduly 
downhearted either when he 
gave his report on the Society’s 
financial position. He recalled 
that at last year’s AGM he 
had said that the Society was 
determined to maintain its 
existing Services, and pursue a 
planned expansion pro- 
gramme—despite the ravages 
of inflation, 

‘We were then aware of the 
likely deficiency which you will 
see from the accounts 
amounts to £705,000. This 
had been budgeted for and 
your Executive Council made a 
deliberate decision to proceed 
rather than apply the brakes. 

‘We purposely spent more 


Mr 


than we received during the - 


year to enable vital work to 
help thousands of 
people throughout the country 
to. go ahead. We knew. we 
would be able to provide more 
facilities by buying with 


Cont on Page 7 


the . 


ae 


spastic | 


World-wide 


705,000 in the red-but 


The 
Spastics 
Society 


stardom 
for Tracy 


LITTLE Tracy Hampson, 
of the Society’s ‘Thomas 
Delarue School is only 14 
but already she’s been seen 
by millions of people 
throughout the world 

For. Tracy was the star of 
an episode made by~ an 
American film company for 
a TV series on how children 
live and play throughout the 
world, 

Tracy’s efforts at the Inter- 
national Spastics Games two 
years ago were filmed as part 
of the “Big Blue Marble’ 
series which has’ already won 
a major award this year 

This month the series is 
being launched in Britain and 
Tracy and he rtwo sisters have 
been invited to the premiere 
at the Royal Lancaster Hotel, 
Lndon, on November 5. . 
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New Series, Price 5p 


Over 70, 
but still 
Winning 


DORA. Howell, 


iS 
spastic and in her early 
seventies, lives at the Mote 


who 


Park Cheshire Home, 
Maidstone, Kent. She has 
produced a book of poetry. 
‘My Thoughts,’ to. be sold 
in aid of the centre. 


Miss Howell’s indomitable 
spirit-is summed up in a verse 
from a poem entitled ‘[m a 
Spastic,’ 


‘I’ve been bullied and pitied 
I’ve been called half wiited 
Ha ha that makes me grin, 
TH teach ’em, [PH learn ’em, 
Yes and (H turn ’em, 

To know that a spastic can 

win,’ 

The book of. verse, ‘My 
Thoughts,’ is available from 
J. A. Bramley, 24 Watermead 
Close, South Ashford. Kent, 
price 30p. 


——— -—_ ee 


Now you can tell who's at the door... 
let him in or lock him out. 


Without moving 


mind. 


RESEARCH 
& SERVICE 


THE 


Speak~a~lock 


This simple hand set is part of the Interlock ‘Speak-a- 
jock' combined intercom and door-locking system. It 
works like a friendly policeman, doing what you tell him, 
on duty at your door 24 hours a day. 

When the doorbell chimes, you pick up your hand set, 
| press a button and ask who's there, The caller identifies 
himself into the microphone outside your door ~ and 
you hear his voice through the speaker in your hand set. 
if your Caller is someone you wish to letin, you press a 
button to unlock your door, If he isn’t, you don't, and 
the door remains locked. ! 

So you have security, complete control, and peace of 


The system comes as a kit: everything you need, out: 
side as well as inside your door. Itis inexpensive to buy, 
easy to install, and runs for only afew pencea year. 

The Speak-a-lock is one of many aids for the disabled 
available from Newton. 
For further details, please write to: 


Newton Aids Lid. 


Dept. N6/" 

2A Conway Street, 
London WIP 5HE 
Tel:01-637 5962 
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Yes, Good Neighbours House 
_willlive up to its name 


ALTHOUGH the official 
opening is still a year away, 
Councillor F. J. Francis, 
the Mayor of Southwark; 
Douglas Arter, Chairman 
of Top Ten Promotions 
and The Good Neighbours 
Trust; Sylyia Syms, Chair- 
man of Good Neighbours 
House Management Com- 
mittee; and Ken Long, 
Trustee of the Good Neigh- 
bours Trust and Managing 
Director of Top Ten Pro- 


_ motions, popped round the 


new Stars Organisation for 
Spastics centre, Good 
Neighbours House, in 
Camberwell, the other day. 

The centre takes its name 
from the Trust which dona- 
ted a considerable sum 
towards the eventual 


£300,000 that it cost. The. 


first of the 26 residents are 
moving in, some of them 
young marrieds, and eyery- 


one is confident that the | 


Centre will live up to its 
name. It has been built in 
conjunction with the 
Southwark housing author- 
ity as part of an integrated 


_ housing scheme. 


E. C. & J. RIGBY 


Chrysler Dealer 


Sales, Service and Spares 
Tel: Kidsgrove 2655; Stoke-on-Trent 513952 
BULLOCKS HOUSE ROAD CAR SALES, 

HARRISEAHEAD, STOKE-ON-TRENT 


Those spending cuts 
hit welfare services 


WE all know that as part 


of the national effort to 
reduce public expenditure, 
cuts have been made in 
social services and particu- 
larly, perhaps, in welfare 
provision for the disabled. 
The results are now being 


felt. 
Just one of many examples 


is represented by Castleford ~ 


and District Spastics Society. 


’ The Group Secretary writes: _ 
‘Incontinent pads supplied 


by social services have been 
reduced to one third of the 
previous size. While this may 


not seriously affect infants it — 


is disastrous for older child- 
ren. 

‘We are told the change in 
size is part of the government’s 
economy in expenditure. Our 
social services visitor suggests 
that parents should use three 
pads pinned together which 


Noy3 


will then make the usual size 


of about 24in x 17in. 


‘This seems false economy 
to us. Have you heard of this 
difficulty with social service 
supplies? Is this a general 
problem?’ 

Unfortunately it is a wide- 
spread problem. Each day in 
past weeks certainly 12, and 
often up to 30 telephone 
callers, represent failings of 
welfare services. Daily there 
are letters citing particular 
instances where social service 
staffs have not been able to 
help. All too clearly, cuts have 
reduced numbers employed in 
welfare, and local authorities 
have no one left to advise. 

All of which places an extra 
burden on - The Spastics 
Society. 

SUPPLIES OFFICER. 


Still mileage 
sponsored walks 


A CHEQUE for £1,575 has | 


been handed to Mr John 


Nelson, headmaster of the 
Society’s Irton Hall School by 
Whitehaven Round Table. 
This is the proceeds of a spon- 
sored walk and wheelchair 
push organised by the. Round 
Table early this year in which 
the school’s pupils took part. 
Mr Nelson thanked support- 
ing organisations, the géneral 
public and parents of pupils 
who had sponsored the event. 


nee 


WORTHING, — Littlehampton 
and District Spastics Society 
raised £400 with a sponsored 
walk in October. There were 
76 people taking part. 


c L T D Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke 
Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their 
quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 
vinyl roofs, insulation kits. 


All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages. 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1BT 
Tel: Brighouse 04 847 (STD) 70126 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 


Or Re a 


Must they go away 


IN a recent issue of Spastics 
News you asked for people's 
views on «boarding or » day 
schoo] education for the handi- 
capped. 

Our son first attended the 
local school from five until six 
years of age, and then on to a 
school for the physically 
handicapped in Bristol. He 
coped reasonably well and was 
accepted by the children at the 
local school in his first infant 
school year. Unfortunately he 
needed physiotherapy daily, 


‘ hence the school for the handi- 


capped, The early part of this 
year (he’s now 11) he joined a 
boarding schoo] in Kent. 

Being an only child, one 
wondered if we had done the 
right thing in ‘sending him 
away.’ 

We read with interest. the 
report by Graham Burn in 
Spastics News about his views 
on boarding schools. He men-. 
tioned - that boarding schools 
may over protect handicapped 
children; and that later on 
when one hits the outside 
world he or she could be in for 
a nasty shock. By this I mean 
difficulty with slurred speech, 
handwriting, etc. I agree in 
one instance when Graham 
says, ‘Let’s encourage inte- 
“grated education early in life.’ 
But in fact that’s what -most 
parents would like to see— 
their child given a place in an 
ordinary school, near home, 
but try telling that to the local 
councils. Our son was hoping 
to have attended a compre- 
hensive school] here in Bristol]. 
Unfortunately they would not 


‘ e ‘ id 
The agonising 
decision 
TO board or not to board; to 
segregate or integrate, surely 
this must be the vital question 
parents and all concerned in 
the placing of a spastic child, 
must ask themselves, 
In 1952 my parents had to 


“make the agonising decision 


whether they were going to 
send their only child away 
from home to the first board- 
ing school for spastics and 
therefore stand a far better 
chance in life than she would 
in a normal day school where 
the teachers would not have 
time or patience to listen to a 
speech impediment. 

My memories of both my 
boarding schools are happy 
ones, with the exception of 
being parted from my family 
at the close of each holiday, 
but this is an-inevitable pro- 
cess one has to put up with 
whenever leaving home. The 
invaluable lesson one learns 
while being at boarding school 
is having to discipline oneself 
to living in a community and 
to appreciate the feelings of 
others. 

Toften wonder if faced with 
placing a spastic child to 
boarding or day school which 
('d think best? Providing the 
day school would allow for 
the child’s curriculum to be 
slightly flexible so that the 
child could be given the neces- 
sary treatments as required, | 
would advise this. In our 
modern day society where the 
accent is on integrating the 
physically handicapped with 
the able-bodied—what greater 
chance could there be than 
beginning this process at an 
early age? 

Judy Smart, 
Salisbury Avenue, 
Harpenden, Herts. 


NELSON WHARF, VICTORIA RD, OULTON BROAD, LOWESTOFT, SUFFOLK ~ | 
TEL: LOWESTOFT 61811 


E.A.R.L. 


The TOP people in waste reclamation for East Anglia. 
Buyers of Waste Paper, Iron and Steel and Non-Ferrous Scrap. 


EAST ANGLIAN RECLAMATION LTD | 


to school? 


accept him ‘because of the res-— 


ponsibility involved.’ He has 


mild cerebral palsy. 

We think it all depends on 
the child, the family ties. and 
the child’s needs. With the 
help of psychologists. 
educationists, medical experts, 
etc, one is helped to decide on 
a schoo! that suits him or her 
best. 

In fact our son, since being 
at boarding school, seems to be 
more independent, has to make 
more decisions for himself and 
above all is extremely happy 
there. 

The school also treats them 
very much as normal people, 
but someone is on hand when 
help is needed. At home one 
tends to over protect or fuss 
the child. 

Christine & Michael 

Hancock, 

Marigold Walk, 
Ashton, 
Bristol. 


Let Dr Gough 
have a try! 


IT is all very well for your 
consultant psychiatrist, Dr 
Donald Gough, to say that 
young handicapped children 
are happiest in their own 
homes, but has he ever tried 
looking after one, day after 
day, week after week, year 
after year? The mother bears 
the brunt of the task, and 
apart from being mentally and 
physically drained, she sees her 
own career prospects blighted, 
because it is impossible to find 
a home help who will book 
after the child while mother is 
at work. 

I do not see boarding school 
simply as a child minding 
establishment, but I feel these 
youngsters are best looked after 
by professionals. 

Would Dr Gough change his 


mind about boarding schools — 


if he had to give up his work 
to care for a near-adolescent 
who still had the instincts and 
habits of a young baby? Until 
he has tried the job, he should 
stop trying to make us feel 
guilty? 

Angry Mother 

(Name and address su pplied). 


It depends on 
the child 


As a person who has been 
to both albeit very many years 
ago, and albeit both for able- 
bodied pupils, I can see just 
how much value I obtained 
from being a boarder on one 
hand and another different 
value I obtained from being a 
day boy.’ 

I think so much depends 
upon each individual child’s 
needs. However, I feel there 
will always be a need for the 
‘special school. There will 
always be extremely severely 
physically handicapped people. 
who need very special teaching 
skills and aids and who cotld 
not cope in ordinary schools, 
One also, of course, has to 
think of the able-bodied 
students who work at a far 
greater rate, and whose pro- 
gress would be impeded. 

W. M. C. Hargreaves, 
The Spastics Society, 
16 Fitzroy Square, 
London. 
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‘So moved { 
by John’s. 


suffering’ 


“HOW often people say that 


they never read anything 
bad news when they pick up 
a newspaper. Well next time | 
hear that, ['m jolly well goin 
to show them the story 
published last month abou 
that most courageous man Mr 
John Bonser. Honestly, I was _ 
really moved when I read about — 
his sufferings. in a Mental — 
Institution for 30 years when | 
there was nothing wrong With | 
him but being handicapped ins 
his legs and speech. ae 

To think he should come a 
through all that with such dig. 
nity and then go out into the 
world to help people worse 


Mr John Bonser 


off than himself! It is frighten-— 
ing to think what people, spa 
tics and such like, went aoa > 
in the ‘bad old days.’ At least 
nowadays what we used to call 
‘loony bins’ are being done a 
away with and more is being — 
done. to help those like Mr — 
Bonser. =, 
But it is what Mr Bonser 
doing himself that really im- 
pressed me — Good Tac to 
him is what I say, and I hope. z 
his efforts to help those around = 
him don’t go unrecognised, 
Mrs A. Cooper, 
Maidstone, Kent. 


TV discoves’ a 


disabled — 


I SWITCHED on my radio: 


handicapped. They 
about” problems of acce 
touched on the tack of infor- — 
mation generally known about > 


the public’s attitude to people — 
in wheelchairs as being datin co 
well as disabled. And it 
my blood boil! 
Because they made it sound as 
if they'd only just a 
these issues, > 
‘Tve been a regular reader of © 
Spastics News fer years now a 
and know just how much the — 
paper and The  Spastics 3 
Society have campaigned on 
these very topics. Let's hope 
the programme’s a success and 
if they run out of ideas, well 
they can always read a copy oem 
Spastics News to help then 
keep in touch! 
Mrs E. Hammond, 
Bromley, Kent. — 
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THIS small child demonstrates the many uses of the 
ladder-back chair while sitting on the plinth — both 
items of furniture play an important role in the Peto 


method. ~ 


:- First divi winners on the Spastics Pool 


A DECISION taken by Mrs Olive Beck, of Blandford Road, 


Beckenham, to join the Spastics Pool three years ago has resul- 


ted in her winning £2,500 on the first dividend. 


Mrs Beck 


received her cheque from Barry Peet, Warden of Coombe Farm 
Centre for Spastics, during a get-together for Spastics Pool col- 


‘Jectors and friends. 


Now for the 77 darts 


SPASTICS Pool collectors and 
members, in the South West 
celebrated the second anniver- 
sary of the group membership 
scheme summer darts tourna- 
ment at-the Guildhall, Ply- 
mouth, on October 23. The 
social evening was organised 
from Top Ten’s Plymouth 
office by Regional Manager, 
Bob Langley, and supervisors 
and collectors throughout 
Devon and Cornwall were in- 
vited. 

Many Pool supporters were 
at the Guildhall earlier in the 


day to witness a terrific darts 


tournament 


match between two teams 
from Devon: and two from 
Cornwall, who were compet- 
ing for the summer team 
tournament trophy. ABats 
trophy, together with many 
other prizes, was presented 
during the evening. ‘Teams 
which competed in the 1976 
tournaments are already look- 
ing forward to the 1977 season 
when the competition in the 
South West becomes part of 
the nationwide promotion pro- 


gramme with darts matches. 


WHILE IN NORTH WALES BE SURE TO VISIT... 


Trefriw Woollen Mills Lt 


Little pioneers at 
Societys new unit 


THE SPASTICS Society 
has continued its pioneer- 
ing role in the education of 
the handicapped—this time 
for the very young. James 
Loring, Director of The 
Spastics Society, told a 
Press Conference at the 


‘Society’s Ingfield Manor 


School about the nursery 
unit which was opered 
there at the beginning of 
the year to introduce the 
method of Conductive 
Education developed by 
the late Professor Peto, of 
Budapest. 


Parents watch 


The unit is purpose-built 
and set apart from the rest of 
the school, with a workroom, 
dormitory sub-divided into 
three, cloakroom, bathroom, 
staflroom and kitchen. Adjoin- 
ing the workroom is a view- 
ing room where parents can 
watch the activities and pro- 


gress of their children un- 
noticed. 

In his speech. Mr Loring 
emphasised the very real 


-marily for 


difficulties created by. the divi- 
sion into three distinct cate- 
gories of care, treatment and 
education when it came to 
schooling the handicapped 
child. 

The Peto method seeks to 
marry these. three concepts 
together as far asais practicably 
possible. ‘We have built a 
special extension ‘here  pri- 
the purpose of 
treating very young children 
and also to enable us to train 
staff. The staff training has 
had to be designed somewhat 
obliquely to short-circuit the 
professional divisions. 
Nevertheless we are in the pro- 


‘cess of training staff who, we 


hope, will have sufficient know- 
ledge of nursery education 
and treatment to be able to 
teach young children along the 
lines of conductive ¢ducation.’ 

Mrs Esther Cotton, the 
Society’s consultant physio- 
therapist, commented: ‘It is a 
new venture to take = very 
young children into residential 
care. We were obviously con- 
cerned to see how they would 
all settle away from their 
parents. If they had been 
unhappy, progress, of course, 


MRS C. E, Williams, Chairman of the Monmouthshire Spas- 
tics Society, presenting Mr A. Hadley with a first dividend 
cheque for £2,500 at the Monmouthshire Spastics Work Centre, 


Avondale Estate, Cwmbran. 


TREFRIW * GWYNEDD - TEL LLANRWST 640462 


This mill, situated in the beautiful Conwy Valle 
are welcomed to view the traditional manufactur 
and weaving. Our shop contains a wid 

knitting wools, tapestry clot 


Hours of opening: Mill open Monday 
Saturday 1000 


y, has been producing woollen goods for over 100 years, Visitors 
e of tweeds and tapestries from the raw wool—carding, spinning 


e selection of pure woollen goods — tapestry and honeycomb quilts, tweeds, 


h, superb tapestry clothing ard also many other smaller gift items. 


-Friday 0745-1200 and 1300-1645. Shop open Monday-Friday 0745-1645, 
-1600 (Sunday 1400-1700 July and August only), 


MAIL ORDER SERVICE ALSO AVAILABLE 
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‘ 


the 
farce, 


star of 
Liearre 

‘Fringe Benefits, presented a 
cheque for £2,000 to first divi- 
dend winner Len Hodges, of 


BRIAN 
Whitehall 


Rix, 


Sultan Street, Beckenham, 
before the curtain went up on 
the show. 

Mr Hodges will be using the 
money to visit his nephew in 
Australia and hopes to see at 
least oné test match during his 
stay. Top Ten Promotions 
regional manager, Peter Jones, 
and area supervisor, Mr A. 
Ashdown, accompanied Mr 
Hodges, 


S never too young to start tra 


MRS Esther Cotton, the Society’s consultant physio- 


ining 


therapist with one of the new unit’s infants. 


would have been impossible. 
However, all the children have 
settled down and their parents 
are very pleased because they 
have seen for themselves the 


marked improvement in the 
children. 
‘Although they are very 


young, we endeavour to give 
them small goals to reach, 
They react well and show no 
signs of strain.” 

There are 12 children at tne 
unit between the ages of three 
and six and they are receiving 
round-the-clock treatment. in 
the hope that after two years 
they will, have improved to 
such an extent that they will 
be able to return to their 
parents and attend day schools. 

The proof of- the unit’s 
success is already measurable. 
Nicola, aged five when she 


arrived, although of average 


intelligence, is severely handi- 
capped physically. She could 
neither sit, crawl, creep, stand 


GERIATRIC CLOTHING 


® Skirts, dresses, shirts, 


washable trousers, 


or waik. Her speech was poor 
and she was totally incontinent. 


Now she can sit alone at a 


table, sit freely on a chair. 
grasps -with both hands and 
uses her thumbs, feeds her- 
self, partly undresses, is con- 
tinent and able to speak a few 
words. 

Fazil, aged four, is not only 
physically handicapped but 
mentally subnormal. Like 
Nicola there was very little he 
could physically do, but now 
he can sit at a table freely on 
an ordinary chair, can build 
with bricks and stand upright 
holding a chair. 

Four-year-old “Joseph is 
almost blind in addition to 
mental and physical handicaps. 
unable to drink» from a cup, 
unable to feed himself, sit or 
move about. Like his friends 
he can now sit at a table, 
manipulate objects with his 
hands, and stand upright hold- 
ing a chair. : 


bed- 
wear, dressing gowns and bedjackets in modern easy-care 
fabrics. Washable Marathon Dri sheets supplied with a full 
range of bedding and general textiles. 


knickers, 


@ All types of uniforms for nursing and domestic staff. 


@ Geriatric catalogue on request. 


J. H. BOUNDS LTD 


Stethos House, 68 Sackville Street, Manchester M1 3W)J. 
Telephone 061-236 7331/4 
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D. F. HOBERN LTD. 


Designers and Manufacturers of 
PRECISION MOULDS AND TOOLS 
TO THE PLASTICS INDUSTRY 


Injection and Compression Moulds } oz to 32 oz. 
Blow Moulding Tools @ Extrusion Dies @ Special Equipment 


FRYER WORKS, ABERCROMBY AVENUE, 
HIGH WYCOMBE, BUCKS. Telephone High Wycombe 26553 


Building 
Contractors 
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Established 1740 
Humberside and London 
01-253 9966 
130 CITY ROAD 
LONDON EC! 
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Curtain up 


: onaids show 


WHEN Leslie Crowther, Vice- 
President and a former Chair- 
man of the Stars Organisation 
for Spastics, Was appearing in 
a show at the Theatre Royal, 
‘Nottingham, recently, one of 
the performances which im- 
pressed him most was an un- 
scheduled demonstration after 
the official show was over. 

Mr R. C. Hayes, who makes 
special furniture and equip- 
ment for handicapped child- 
ren, visited the theatre with his 
family and after the perform- 
ance his young handicapped 
son took over the stage to 
demonstrate the range of 
equipment, Leslie Crowther 
was sufficiently impressed to 
pass On a recommiendation to 
the Society's Supplies Office. 

‘Mr Hayes will advise on aids 
problems. His address is 65a 
Main Street, Kirby Maxloe 
(Tel: Leicester 394538). 


what disability means. 


Award waiting for 
triumphant effort 


IT is very easy, if you know a spastic well, to forget 
just how much effort he or she has put into coping 
with their handicap. The Spastics Society’s Achieve- 
ment Award is designed to focus attention on how 
the disabled triumph over their disabilities. 
pluck, perseverance and strength of character are spot- 
lighted to give encouragement to others with similar 
handicaps, and insight to those who have no idea’ 


ut him away and forget about him... 


a ep eee 


ut Barry stayed to enrich their lives 


‘CLOSED World of Love,’ by 
Archie Hill (Shepherd- Walwyn, 
£2.75), is a book about love 
in its best and most enduring 
sense. It tells of a mother’s 
26-year devotion to her 
severely-handicapped _ spastic 
son Barry. unable to move his 
limbs to any useful purpose, 
incontinent and probably sub- 
normal. > It is a love which 
has spilled) over, abundantly 
into her second marriage and 
the couple’s affection for their 
younger child, 


Vicious circle 


Archie Hill was -trying to 
break out of a vicious circle 
of deprivation, prison and 
alcoholism which had charac- 


terised the first 30 years of his_ 


life, when he met and married 
Barry’s mother. She persuaded 
him that he was worth some- 


Their 


If you know someone who matches this descrip- 
tion you should send their name, address and relevant 
details to Mrs Nina Heycock, 27-33 Harrington Gar- 
dens, London SW7. The closing date for entries is 
Monday, January 3, 1977. 


thing better than a casual 
labourer’s job and encouraged 
him to develop bis talent. for 
writing. Much of. his work 
has now been broadcast on 
radio and television, and this 
is his second published book. 
Through helping his wife to 
care for Barry, the author 
began to share something of 
her love for the boy. When 
his own son was born. and gréw 
into a sunny-natured child with 
a special warmth for his handi- 
capped brother, the ‘Closed 
world of love’ was complete. 
And helpless Barry, unable 
to communicate, his intelli- 
gence an unknown quantity, 
was very much a part of that 
world—all he could do was 
love. The feeling showed in 


at the conference. 


his eyes and in his obvious 
distress when parted from the 
family. Then came the ulti- 
mate irony. Barry developed 
cancer and the family had to 
learn to live from day to day. 

A doctor said that he had only 


Se so long because of 


his mother’s love and care. 
‘What a strange thing to say, 

she commented when told of 

this remark, ‘Of course 1 love 


him... he’s my son. 
Hard bone 
The sheer hard labour of 


caring for a totally dependent 
spastic adult was described by 
Archie Hill in Spasties News 
some years ago. For most 
mothers, circumstances simply 


would not allow such single- 
minded devotion and this book 
is not meant to offer practical 
advice to other parents. It is 
a story of personal feelings. 
described with great poignancy 
and a poetic flair for words. 
‘Put him away and forget 
about him,’ Barry’s mother was 
told when he was a baby— 
familiar advice to the parents 
of many spastic children. Yet, 
useless ‘‘vegetable” — as he 
appeared, Barry was still able 
to bring his mother. young — 
brother and especially his step- 
father something which — en- 
riched their lives. Their 
‘Closed World of Love’ will be 
a sadder place when he leaves 


it. 
ANNE PLUMMER. 
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— | Apprentices find answers 


to mobility problems 


APPRENTICES from the 
British Aircraft Corpora- 
tion’s factory at Weybridge, 
Surrey, have helped to give 
a mew independence and 
mobility to handicapped 
people. Using the up-to- 
date techniques of the air- 
craft industry they built 
and designed four unique 
aids for disabled people at 
local centres. 

As part of their first year’s 
basic training, David Snook, 
18, and Paul Martin, 17, 
developed a special crawling 
aid for children at the White 
Lodge Spastics Centre, Chert- 
sey. Designed for children 
between one and four, the new 
equipment helps strengthen 
arm, leg, neck and back 
muscles. : 

It takes the form of an 
adjustable steel troHey covered 
with a foam padded cushion 


Naidex at 
Brighton 


NAIDEX °76—the annual 
Exhibition and Conference on 
aids for the disabled—will take 
place at the Hotel Metropole, 
Brighton, from November 9 
to 12. The conference fee is 
£32 for four days. or £10 for 
each day. Admission to the 
exhibition will be free, but 
visitors are asked te complete 
a registration card. 
Employment and Holidays 
for disabled people are the two 
main subjects to be discussed 
Further 
details may be obtained from 
Naidex Conventions Lid, 
Temple House, 36. High 
Street, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 


1” 1JG, 


1 


on which the. child ‘dog- 
paddies’ himself forward. The 
foam covering also screens the 
front of the trolley, prevent- 
ing the child from looking 
underneath at his feet and get- 
ting his hands caught. Physio- 
therapists at White Lodge are 
delighted with the new device. 

Demonstrating the trolley in 
the picture is 24-year-old 
Juan Henley, seen with 
designers David Snook, left, 
and Paul Martin. 
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Year to” 
‘remember | 


~ for Mary © 
and David | 


THE Society’s Princess Marina 
Centre in Buckinghamshire 
had its 21st anniversary this 


year and for two of its resi- — 
dents it has been a particularly — 
momentous year. David Harris, - 


. 42, who had been at the centre 


for 20 years, married fellow- : 


_ resident Mary Bennett, 28. 


The couple are both Open — 
University students and David 


is two-thirds of the way to- 


wards a degree. Mary, who has” - 
completed three years of study, — 


was a controbutor to the book 
‘Have wheels will travel, an 
account of a Roman study tour 
made by disabled O.U. 


vious issue of ‘Spastics News 

The Harris’s will hive in a 
specially-adapted flat for mar- 
ried couples at the Princess 
Marina Centre. — 


Berlin has 


new centre 


— thanks to 
lottery cash 


THE foundation stone of a 


new £1.2m centre for spastics 
has been laid in the British 
sector of Berlin (West). 

Under construction 
with the 


burg (twinned 


borough of Lewisham in 


Greater London), the centre is 


financed by proceeds from the — 


German state lottery, plus 
donations: from the Berliner 
Bank and the Spastics Aid 
Association in Berlin. a 


charitable- organisation com. — 


prising parents of spastics. 
When ‘completed in two 

years’ time, the new centre— 

which incorporates a school 


and youth club—will provide | 
all-day care for 60 spastics 


between the ages of six-16. 


According to Berlin’s Spas: 


tics Aid Association (Spastiker- 
hilfe Berlin eV), the city cur- 
rently has six centres (plans 


for another north of the city — 


in the borough of Tegel are in 
hand) and 1,000 spastic child- 


ren between the ages of three- 


16, 1,200 under the age of 18: 


WHEELCHAIR DRESS" 


SMART - FEMININE 


CONVENIENT 


An Occupational Therapy Aid. Ideal for 


Typing, Cooking, Handicrafts, etc. 


Special Back Design for comfort which allows 

greasing whilst sitting. Polyester Jacquard Jersey 
° Features Elasticated Cuffs. 

Locking Zip Fastening. SAE for details to: 


JENNINGS & LEESON LTD 


61 Bardolph Street, Leicester. Tel 0533 61618 


fabric for easy care. 


Manufacturers of specialised dresses, 
Suits, Skirts, Slacks, for the disabled, 


Barnett Wildcat Crossbow. Draw 
Weights from 45tb to }50lb. Price 
Also DIY kits 
75p. 


: pa el £38.90. 
available. Full scale plans 
Send for catalogue, 


20x 

Adjustable focus 

inbuilt lighting. Pocket size 

Sin x I}in’ Not a toy, suitable 

for the serious field scientist, only 

weighs 4oz. Complete with free 
case £7.78 


Aleron Fleld Microscope. 
aapniecatien 
an 


Unit 4, Ettingshall Industrial Estate, 
Ettingshall Road, Wolverhampton, West Midlands 


Telephone: 0902 47237, 


WY4 2RB 
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5 A CHILDREN’S. ward at Manor Hospital Epsom, 


The day area of the 
eee look Jersey Ward 
. divided up with 


P inctic screens in prim- . 


ary colours, providing 
_ sections with soft floor 
_ coverings, trays for 
Bond and water play 
and a climbing area. 
Meals are taken at 
colourful cafe - type 
tables” and there is a 
quiet area where child- 
‘ren can talk to their 
visitors in peace. 
_ The sleeping area has 
low partitions which eye 
_ privacy and personal stor- 
age space for each child, 


~ while _ allowing — discreet 
_ supervision by — nursing 
staff. Bathrooms have 


been made more attractive 
with brightly-coloured tiles 
and extra space for wheel- 
chairs. 


= The ward kitchens are fitted 

with everyday domestic appli- 

_ ances which the more able 

. children can learn to operate. 

Staff. facilities attached to 

the ward have also been made 
-. more comfortable. 


} 
} 


{ 
| 
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~one of the largest subnormality hospitals in the 

country, has been completely re- designed at a 
cost of £40,000 to provide a more stimulating 
= ‘environment for young patients and staff. 


Along with the environ- 
mental changes, a new treat- 
ment and training programme 
is planned for the 24 patients 
of Jersey Ward, aged between 
five and 14. Nursing staff and 
therapists will work together 
to encourage each child to 
develop its full potential as 
an individual. 


Rags to rich@s 
| PUPILS of 


Thorpe Infants 
School in Peterborough, aged 


-| three to seven, have been busy 


collecting old clothes and rags 


| which will be sold in aid of 


The Spastics Society. 


| 


F40 000 facelift Tinies on | 


the march 


for stars 


CHILDREN enjoy a spon- 
sored walk but when you’re 
only six it’s quite a feat-to 
complete the course, These 
Eastbourne schoolchildren 
have just successfully 
finished 20 laps of the 
Princes Park Oval in aid of 
the Stars Organisation for 


Spastics Holiday Hotel, 
Colwall Court. Seventy 
charity-conscious Little 


walkers, aged between six 
and eight, raised £200 by 
their efforts for special 
equipment, for the hostel 
at Bexhill. 

Not all of them are in 
the picture with Peggy 
Cummins, retiring Chair- 
man of the Colwall Court 
Management Committee— 
probably they’d gone back 
to Mum to put their feet 
up. 

Picture by courtesy of 
the Eastbourne Gazette. 


Monty Python team to 
aid ‘co-operation home 


A NEW short-stay centre opening in London this month is a 


upique example of co-operation between three charities and a 
local authority. The centre, Alison House in St John’s Wood, 
is a joint venture between the Spastics Society, The Catholic 
Handicapped Children’s Fellowship and the City of Westminster 
Society for Mentally Handicapped Children. 

The building, 30 Abercorn Place, NW8, is being provided 


for five years by the GLC at a peppercorn rent. 


It will have 


short-stay beds fer 12 handicapped children and young people. 
Rotary Clubs in the London area have pledged support for 
Alison House, and the Monty Python team has promised to 

| appear at a gala evening to be held in aid of the centre. 
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CALENDAR 


January 


a Castle Priory. 


= February: 
i March 
April 


Early morning mist over the Thames, — 


Interior view of Meldreth Manor. 


Research. Guy's Hospital, London, 
Family Services & Assessment Centre seen from 


oa Fitzroy Sq. gardens, 


May 
‘Z June 
- July 
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View across the lake at Daresbury Hall. 
Sailing organised by Churchtown Farm. 
Flowers in a greenhouse at Thorngrove. 


oan Subjects featured in the Spastics Society 1977 Calendar. 


os 


August 
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' Work tra training ¢é can enrich lives 
| 
| 


of handicapped — Minister 


~MR Roland Moyle, Mini- 
ster of State for Health has 
called for work training to 
be used to prepare the men- 
tally handicapped for 
more rewarding lives and 
to help rehabilitate the 
mentally il. 

Addressing the annual con- 
ference of the National Asso- 
ciation of Industrial Therapy 
Managers, in Derby, on Octo- 
ber 21, Mr Moyle said many 
of the problems and_ tech- 
niques involved in working 
with both groups were simi- 
lar, but there were important 
differences. 

‘Mental handicap is. some- 
times wrongly confused with 
mental illness and in defining 
“rehabilitation” as our aim 
for both we do not help to 
avoid confusion. Many of the 


re rrr re et errr: 


A well designed wall calendar, overall size 
21” x 132”, containing twelve beautiful colour 
illustrations. Large pictures and clear dates 
make this an ideal calendar for home or office. 
The perfect Christmas present, 
Price £1.00 p & p included. 


A garden view of Craig-y-Parc, 


September Welding at Meadway Works. 


October 


irton Hall in its beautiful country setting. 


November Aerial view of Wakes Hall. 


Note: 


caption. 


wrt bat eens Me: 
1314 % 5 16 17/16 19 20 21 22232425 26272 


December Art class at a centre run by the 
Croydon, Sutton & District Spastics Society. 
The foregoing are brief descriptions of subject 
matter: Each illustration is supported by a full 


_ mentally ill can be rehabili- 
tated so that they can re-enter 
working life after their illness; 
but the mentally handicapped 
have to be prepared to enter it 
for the first time, said Mr 
Moyle. 

‘The development of men- 
tally handicapped people can 
often be effected by education, 
training and social care. There 
are many ways in which this 
development can be fostered. 
Industrial therapy is a very 
important one. It has only 
fairly recently been acknow- 
ledged that mentally handi- 
capped people can do indus- 
trial work, and our expecta- 
tions of them are often too 
low. But while we should not 
underestimate their potential 
for development this cannot be 
left to chance, A “stimulating” 
environment is important 


Advertising & Publications Dept., 
12, Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ. 


The Spastics Society, 


SMTWTreF 
21222324 252627 282930 by 


copy/copies of The Spastics Society's 1977 calendar, cost £1.00 each 


p & pincluded. Contributions towards postage would be appreciated. 


| enclose a postal order [| _|cheque | |for£ 


though not enough. and the 
provision of a range of 
demanding tasks and a well 
planned, structured training 
programme is needed to help 
them to learn. 

‘Industrial therapy, quite 
correctly, concentrates — pri- 
marily on training and re- 
training people in basic work 
habits and skills with a view 
to eventual employment for 
some. However the other needs 
of mentally handicapped 
people should not be forgotten. 
Work training should be used 
as part of a general learning 
process and to re-inforce other 
skills whenever possible. A 
balanced curriculum for men- 
tally handicapped people is 
‘essential. We should be pre- 
paring people not just to work 
but to lead more rewarding 
lives.’ 


Please allow 21 days for delivery. 
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SPASTICS NEWS 


Society to boost spending 
on research 


Our duty to future 
generations — Chairman 


IN spite of the nearly £3 million deficit, The Spas- 
tics Society has decided to press on with its 
medical and educational research programme, 
and plans to allocate more than £200,000 to 
research over the next three years. And when 
AGM delegates heard from the Chairman of the 
Society, Mr Dorrien Belson, that- medical experts 
believed that if all research findings were fully 
applied the incidence of cerebral palsy could be 
reduced by at least 40 per cent, they had no 
doubts that the ‘spend more’ decision was the 


right one. 
Mr Belson said that since 
its formation 25 years ago, 
the Society has spent nearly 
£5 million on various forms 
of research. The money 


had been wisely spent. 
much of considerable value 
achieved, and despite cur- 
rent financial problems, 
money must still be found 
to continue this work. As 
a result, the Society was 
now investigating ways and 
means of mounting special 
fund-raising appeals to 
finance further research. 


‘Modest sum 


A modest sum of 
£135,000 was spent in the 
financial year under review, 
he said, as against £213,000 
the year before. ‘This 
represents -2p in every 
pound we raise—a very 
small amount to invest in 
an area of such potential 
importance,’ 

However much money was 
spent there could be no 
guarantee of outright success, 
said Mr Belson, but one great 
step forward had been taken. 
“Medical specialists are’ now 
able to say quite categorically 
that if all available know- 
ledge were fully applied,’ 40 
per cent of all cases of cere- 
bral palsy could be prevented, 
Translated into human terms, 
there can be no doubt that we 
have a duty to future genera- 
tions not only to fund research 
but to ensure that results are 
communicated to the profes- 
sfonals-concerned. 

‘Services to spastic people 
will always be of great import- 
ance, but the underlying mis- 
sion of The Spastics Society 
should be to work towards a 
future where it will be pos- 
sible to eradicate cerebral palsy 
completely,” he said. 


Prevention 

Listing the ways the Society 
was going about this, Mr 
Belson spoke of the work of 
the Paediatric Research Unit 
at Guy's Hospital, London, 
‘probably our most expensive 
commitment.’ He explained 
that studies done there on how 
and where cerebral palsy 
occurs most frequently. also 
have a direct bearing on its 
prevention, 


The Cerebral Palsy Physical 
Assessment Centre at Guy’s 
had also done valuable work, 
he said, It had been actively 
involved in the provision of 
treatment, and quite apart from 
its research work, many hun- 
dreds of children had bene- 
fitted. The centre, which now 
continues at no expense to the 
Society, had long since proved 
itself a very sound investment. 

The Society also dissemin- 
ated information about cere- 
bral palsy. I also organised 
conferences to which doctors, 
professors, psychologists and 
biologists from many paris of 


“THERE was quite a crush at 


the world come to exchange 


ideas, information and 
experience. 
The Society’s interest in 


educational research received 
its initial impetus in 1964 with 
the funding of a £600,000 Chair 
in Child Development, and 
the establishment of post- 
graduate courses: for teachers 
of the physically-handicapped. 

As to the future, Mr Belson 
iold the delegates that the 
Society will continue to sup- 
port the Paediatric Research 
Unit at Guy’s and is increasing 
the total amount available for 
other medical research projects, 
from £10,000 to £50,000 a year. 
It was also increasing the 
educational and social research 


budget from £9,000 to £20,000 


a year. Over a_ three-year 
period the total sum ayailable 
will be more than £200,000. 

It was also proposed to 
increase money available for 


- medical information and rela- 


ted services, and all these 
activities would be part of an 
integrated programme moni- 
tored by a research advisory 
group. There was a serious 
need for further work. in pre- 
venting cerebral palsy from 
occurring: and considerable 
scope for research and studies 
in educational, psychological 
and social fields,’ which hope- 
fully will enable handicapped 
people to live happier lives 
and make the best use of their 
capabilities.’ 


tt 
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So 


The Society’s Chairman, Vice-chairmen and Director, 
Harold was guest speaker. Left to right, Lady Wilson, 


with Sir Harold and Lady Wilson at the AGM, where Sir 
Vice-chairmen Mr Alex Moira and Mrs Joyce Smith, Chair- 


man Mr Dorrien Belson, Sir Harold, and Mr James Loring, the Director. 


Treasurer seeks cheap post for charities, 
more cash from councils and a ‘social 
contract’ with State 


Office to grant reduced 


postal rates to charities, a 
demand for local authori- 
ties to contribute more to- 
wards the costs of the 
Society’s school and 
centres, and a plea for a 
‘social contract?’ between 
the Government and the 
voluntary organisations 
‘which relieve the wel- 
fare state of so much of its 
responsibility.’ 

Three of the major 


{ 
AN APPEAL to the Post 
| 


points made by Mr John 
Grenier, the retiring Hon 
Treasurer of the Society 
during his speech at the 
AGM. 

The year’s income had. in- 
creased by about £200,000, said 
Mr Grenier, and as in previous 
years the single largest source 
of income has been the Spas- 
tics Pool. He thanked Top 
Ten Promotions, the Pool pro- 
the ‘enormous 
and urged local 


moters, for 
i assistance’ 


ey 


he GM, and some of the hun- 


dreds of delegates took to the stairs for the lunch break. In the 


foreground is Mr lorwerth Thomas, who was elected the 
Society’s Honorary Treasurer at the meeting. 


He has been a 


member of The Spastics Society’s Executive Council for six 
years, and Chairman of Urmston and District Spastics Society 
for 12 years. He is also a past Chairman of the North West 


Regional Conmnittee, 


groups to find new members 
for the Pool. 

The Society was disap- 
pointed with the relatively 
small increase in net appeals 
income, but costs rose very 


substantially, said the 
Treasurer. A major section of 
income came from postal 


appeals, which had this year 
been hit by considerably in- 
creased postal charges. Sales 
of Christmas cards were also 
affected. The Society would 
like the Post Office to make a 
special case for charities and 
grant them reduced postal 
rates. 


Soaring costs 


On expenditure, Mr Grenier 
said that existing services had 
been maintained, and where- 
ever possible expanded, but 
costs had soared. One of the 
major increases was the rise 
in salaries to professional 
staff, essential to the con- 
tinued success of schools and 
centres, 

Reporting that local authori- 
ties had increased their finan- 
cial contribution for places at 
the $Society’s schools and 
centres from £2.2m in 1975 to 
£3.3m im 1976, Mr Grenier 
added: 

‘These increased contribu-— 
tions from local authorities 
have been put to good use by 
us, but em an overall basis they 
only pay for 67 per cent Or our. 
costs. Since we are relieving 
the authorities of their 
responsibilities we would like 
to see a far higher overall con- 
tribution.’ 

Additions and improvements 
to schools and centres had cost 
£942,000, and the Executive 
Council proposed to spend a 
further £2.160,000 on addi- 
tional facilities. 

A lot of this money would 
go on ‘exciting new projects’— 
for instance, £70,000 on an 
intellectual workshop at Mil- 
ton Keynes. The Society con- 
tinued to support local groups 
and will provide Croydon with 
£170,000 to help develop and 


£41,500 left f 


THE big news at last year’s 
AGM was the shock report 
that the tax authorities were 
taking the bulk of a £600,000 
bequest left to the Society by 
founder member Miss Jean 
Garwood, 

Chairman Mr Dorrien Bel- 
son explained then why the 
Society would probably only 
receive £4,000 °* from the 


adapt a property for use as a 
hostel. It was also. working 
closely with local authorities 
on new projects, and. the 
Portsmouth Hostel was an 


Mr John Grenier 


example. The local group put 
up £25,000, the Society another 
£25,000, and the local authority 
has agreed to meet the full run- 
ning costs. A similar project 
is under way in Salisbury, and 
Mr Grenier added that the 
Building Programme/Equalisa- 
tion Fund now standing at 
£im would be-seeded to help 
finance these and other pro- 
jects. 

Spending on _ welfare, 
employment and help in the 
home had increased by nearly 
£50,000, ‘but again I must 
emphasise that this is money 
well spent’ Publicity, films 
and information had cost an 
additional £60,000, and part of 
the extra expenditure was on 
a national advertising cam- 
paign to increase public aware- 
ness of the Society’s work, 

Despite inflation, said Mr 
Grenier, the cost of the 
Society’s central administrative 
and financial services had been 


£600,000 legacy. 

This year he had slightly 
better news ‘not because of 
any change of heart by the 
tax authorities, but because it 
has taken a very long time to 
sort out the complexities of the 
estate aud the legacy. 

‘Fortunately for us during 
this time the various securities 
and investments have in- 


Society’s top people 
with AGM guests 
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maintained at 5p in every £ 
raised, but he went on: 

‘While we struggle ‘for 
economies, some are com- 
pletely outside our contro]. In 
July of this year the Govern- 
ment -introduced a two per 
cent increase in the employers’ 
National Insurance contribu- 
tion. This will cost our 
Society £100,000 in a full year 
—that means £100,000 less 
available for helping spastic 
persons. We would like to see 
the Government finding some 
way of not forcing these addi- 
tional burdens on us. If a 
social contract exists with the 
TUC why not one with volun- 
tary organisations who relieve 
our welfare state of so much of 
its responsibility?’ 

The Society, he said, was 
now in the painstaking process 
of evaluating all services and 
projects to see where expendi- 
ture could be reduced without 
affecting the quality of the 
work, 

He concluded: ‘While a 
significant proportion of ovr 
resources is tied up in running 
existing services, our scope for 
pioneering work is limited. I 
firmly believe that our role 
should be to develop and pro- 
mote new types of care and 
training and then to hand over 


the . running costs to the 
authorities. We must remain 
the driving force behind 


improvement and change so 
that every £1 raised is a £1 
for progress.’ 


AGM elections 


Mr Dorrien Belson, 
man of International Distillers 


and Vintners (Export) Lid and. 


of Justerini and Brooks Ltd, 
was re-elected Chairman of 
The Spastics Society’s Execu- 
tive Council at the AGM. 

Re - elected Vice-- chairmen 
were Mrs Joyce Smith and Mr 
Alex Moira, and Mr Torwerth 
Thomas was appointed Honor- 
ary Treasurer. 


Also elected to the Execu- 
tive Council at the AGM 
were Mr Tan Dawson- 
Shepherd, who was a founder 
member of the Society, and Dr 
George Scrimshaw. 


rom £600,000 legacy — 


creased. in value. This has 
resulted in the Society receiv- 
ing a total payment so far of 
£38,000, and we are expecting 
a further £2,000 or £3,000 by 
the end of the year, 

‘The maximum we can there- 
fore expect from the £600,000 
legacy will be around £41,500 

Which, however, is still a very 
disquieting state of ‘affairs.’: 


chair-— 


__EX-PRIME 


important 


. five: years. 
- well-known: journalist in Wales 
‘Window on. 
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Minister Sir 
Harold Wilson stressed the 
role of the 
individual] voluntary 
worker, when he was guest 
_ speaker at the Society’s 
AGM. When a human 

roblem arose, such as the 
crisis when parents first 
B aiccovered that their child 


~ Was pone coeved, volun- 


teers could provide help 


and encouragement by 
pointing out examples of 
people who in spite of 
disabilities were | 
full lives. 

They could give practical aid 
and advice to add to the statu- 


tory services, ‘and your mem- 


bers’ - 


work can carry more 
weight because you have 
personally experienced many 


leading 


of the difficulties 
involved,’ 

When the welfare state was 
being formulated, ‘said Sir 
Harold, some people feared 
that it would destroy the role 
of charitable organisations. But 
far from eliminating the need 
it has enhanced it — by releas- 
ing organisations for those 
purposes for which they alone 
could make a vital human con- 
tribution. 


which are 


The people ‘Integration is up to 


you meet — 


ina lunch 


_ queue ece 


ANNUAL General Meetings 
are serious affairs, and sot 
usually noted for hur-sur. But 
one little incidznt— greatly 
‘amused Spastics Newe, and 
‘tickled to death’ Mrs R. 
Wilder, the delegate from the 
Lowestoft and North East Suf- 
folk group. Let her tell it as 


_ it happened. 


‘I was standing.in the queue 
_for lunch when I heard THAT 
voice behind me. [I turned 

round, a bit flustered, and said: 
“Oh, not only the voice, but 
the man too.” 
_ ‘He Jaughed and said: “I 
_wondered if you might have 
thought it was Mike Yarwood.” 
_T was so amazed. at actually 
meeting the great man, I have 
always been an-admirer of his, 
_that I didn’t know what to say. 
But he was so charming, and 


we had a lovely chat.) 


The man in the queue, of 
course, was Sir Harold Wilson, 
. guest speaker at the meeting, 
and here is a picture. of Mrs 
Wilder taken just after the in- 


- cident ‘which made my day.’ 


Pictured above with, left, Mr Derek Lancaster-Gaye, the 
Society’s Director of Resources, and right, 
Moira, a Vice-Chairman, is Professor Sven-Olaf Bratt- 
gard, head of the Department of Handicap Research at 


the University of Gothenburg, Sweden, 


Professor Brattgard 
addressed the AGM on ways 
in which the disabled could be 
truly integrated into society— 
living in their own homes and 
making their own decisions— 
but admitted that this was not 
without its problems for par- 
ents, and professional staff who 
saw ithe handicapped in a con- 
ventionally accepted role. “We 
must dare to allow the dis- 
abled person to take responsi- 
bility for his own life,’ he said. 

To a considerable extent the 
responsibility for the success 
or failure of integration must 
be taken by the disabled them- 
selves. ‘Many appeal to 
society for integration. _ This 
is impossible. Society can 
never integrate a human 


~ Tributes to devoted 


Boker 


WARM tributes were paid by 
the Chairman at the AGM to 


_ devoted workers for the «cause 


of spastics who had died dur- 
ing, the year, Mr Herbert Pal 
“mer and: Mr: ‘Bill’ Paton. 
Mr Palmer served in many 
capacities in the Society, in- 
cluding: holding the office of 
Honorary Treasurer for three 
years, and Vice-Chairman for 
Mr Paton was a 


(he wrote: the: 
Wales’ column for Spastics 
News until his death), and. a 
moving force:in the voluntary 
movement there, particularly 
with the Swansea Spastics 
Association. He worked for 
the Spastics Society from its 


earliest years, and was decor- 
ated by the Queen for his ser- 


gvivess to: the handicapped. 


Mr Belson also expressed his 
sorrow at the death, fust a few 


-days before the AGM, of Mrs 


S. Glugston, whose work as the 
Organising Secretary of the 
Northern Ireland Council for 
Orthopaedic Development was 
closely concerned with the care 


- of spastics. 


There was also a tribute to 
the work of Mr Jack Emms, a 
former Chairman of _ the 
Society, who retired from the 
Executive Council in March; 
and has now accepted an invi- 
tation to become a Vice-Presi- 
dent. 


Off to college 


CHRISTOPHER MORRIS, 19, 
of Addiscombe, Surrey, who is 
spastic and partially deaf, has 
won.a place at Warwick Uni- 
versity where he will study for 
a BSc in Economics. 


being. Society can only offer 
him the possibilities, the job 
itself is up to him. He alone 
must accomplish the integra- 
tion, a responsibility which he 
can never escape,’ 


In the 
red... 


Cont from Page I 
With tomorrow’s pounds. We 
owe it to the spastic people 
whom we are dedicated to help 
to continue our work particus 
larly at a time when statu- 
tory authorities have limited 
spending on social  pro- 
grammes,’ ; 

But while the mood of the 
AGM was confident, it was not 
euphoric. Mr Belson empha- 
sised that the Society could 
only ‘operate within the 
bounds of its _ financial 
resources, ‘It cannot expect 
to maintain the services it pro- 
vides on borrowed money. It 
is true that for two years now 
we have been able to keep 
things going by drawing on 
reserves—so prudently set 
aside by my predecessors for 
just such an eventuality—there 
is a limit to the amount we 
could, or rather should, with- 
draw.’ 

And Mr Grenier said that 
while the Society had 
weathered the storm of a diffi- 
cult year because of its under- 
lying financial strength, the 
Society must remain financially 
strong in the future. — - 

He predicted that the year 
1976/77 would result in oa 
deficiency of about £4 million, 
but after that the Society must 
balance its’ books. 


Mr Alex 


Voluntary organisations by 
their nature, he said, were able 
to do some things which the 
State cannot do, particularly in 
the area of personal social ser- 
vices and pressure groups. They 
could experiment, take risks 
and introduce new ideas which 
after a time may become 
widely accepted. 

Sir Harold said that as one 
of the leading voluntary organ- 
isations in the field it was 
recognised that the Spastics 
Society had a great deal to 
teach administrators, nationally 
and locally. 

Praising voluntary organisa- 
tions, he said their work was 
not just a useful adjunct to 
government services — ‘it is 
fundamental, irreplaceable, 
essential as no one else, least of 
all government, can do it. Now 
this isn’t just a ritual acknow- 
ledgement of the work of 
voluntary organisations, still 
Jess a plea on behalf of any 
government for unpaid assist- 
ance on behalf of any public 
service. It is a recognition of 
the distinct indispensible soci- 
ally invaluable role that the 
voluntary organisations now 
play in tackling secial prob- 
lems and in creating a better 
society.’ 


Should the 
groups now 
help the 
Society ? 


CAN the Society go on sup- 
porting the local voluntary 
groups working fer spastics 
throughout the country. — or 


should the groups help the 
Society? 

This problem which may 
have far ~ reaching con- 
sequences for groups, which 
like the Society are hard hit 
by cash problems, was aired 
by the Chairman in his AGM 
speech. He said: i 

“The Society’s relationship 
with local groups has been a 
warm friendly one based on 
mutual respect and  under- 
standing. For some years now 
the ~ Society has provided 
groups with quite substantial 
financial support 
them. to build centres, and 
also. to meet in part their 
running costs. There will al- 
ways be groups providing 
excellent local services which 
will be in financial need, and 
the Society will always try to 
help them. 


National 


“However, the Society itself 
administers 60 schools and 
centres all of which have a 
national catchment area. It is 
sometimes forgotten that the 
Society has no atea of its 
own, All. the spastic children 
and adults in its schools and 
centres come from-local group 
areas. Inflation has had a 
serious effect upon the cost of 
running, these centres, and the 
time is now fast arriying when 
the Society willbe asking 
groups for financial assistance,” 


It seems doubtful to me 
whether the. costs of the 


schools and centres will ever 
be wholly borne by Govern- 
ment agencies, 

‘One possible method might 
be for local groups to adopt 
a national school or centre, 
and aim to eliminate its deficit. 
Another possibility is that 
groups should, for fund rais- 
ing purposes, hand oer to 
The Spastics Society those 
areas in which they are rela- 
tively inactive; but perhaps 
most important of all is the 
need for a new philosophy in 
this field. 

‘Whatever happens I hope 
we may avoid the attitude 
sO common in industry of 
“Them”? and “Us**,’ 


to enable — 


SPASTICS NEWS 


PICTURED during the lunch break at the AGM are, seated, Miss 
J. M. Cartter, Chairman of the Worthing and District Spastics 
Seciety, Mrs Dorothy Till, Vice-chairman, and Mr William Burn, 


the past Chairman of The Spastics Society. Standing are Mr 


Graham Burn, his fiancee Miss Sheila Pant, and Mrs William 
Graham and Sheila are getting married soon. 


Burn. 


ABOVE: Commander A. Cameron of the Scottish Council fer 
Spastics chats at the AGM with Mr Geoffrey Arter and Mr Roy 
Laver, directors of Top Ten Promotions Lid, organisers of the 
Spastics Pool. Pictured below are Mr R. G. Brooks, the 
Society’s Director of Finance and Mr G. L. Wiener, a member 


- of the Finance Committee. 


CHILTERN HOUSE FAMILY HELP UNIT, 
HILL TOP ROAD, OXFORD. 
Chiltern House specialises in short term care for disabled 
persons over the age of 14 years, and has vacancies during 
the off-peak periods in 1977. 


For the month of January, the Friends of Chiltern House 


are willing to pay residents a subsidy of £6 per week 
towards the charge of £24.50. 

Application forms may be obtained from the 
the above address, 


Matron at 


Wy 


% SPASTICS NEWS 


WINDOW 
ON WALES - 


by Emlyn. Davies _ 


New homes 


at Cardiff 


A VIEW of a gleaming, 
modern kitchen, specially 
adapted to the needs of 


the handicapped in the 
Cardiff Married Flats at 
Cyncoed Road, Cardiff. 

Six modern flats tor 
married couples have been 
built here offering com- 
plete independence and 
privacy to tenants, with 
help on hand when neces- 
sary from the manager and 
his wife, Mr and Mrs John 
Robinson. 


Still cash in 
coffee cups 


HOW much can you raise at a 
coffee eyening? A staggering 
£181 was raised by Mrs D. A. 
Evans, who held a coffee even- 
ing at her home in Monmouth- 
shire. 

A further £38 was raised by 
Jenny Stokes, who is a volun- 
teer for the Goitre and Llane- 
len support group of the Mon- 
mouthshire Spastics Society. 
while the Cwmbran and Ponty- 
pool support group of the 
same Society raised £138.00 in 
two days at a nearly new shop. 

A total of £357 raised in 
three events by avery small 
band of volunteers is a great 
effort and we congratulate them 
all. The cost burden of the 
Cwmbran Work Centre is 
very heavy, and funds like 
these help to ensure the future 
of the spastics employed at the 
centre. 


Come to the 
conference 


THE third annual conference 
of the Wales Region of The 
Spastics Society will be held at 


the Abernant Lake Hotel. 
Llanwrtyd Wells, Brecknock- 
shire, on November 


26-27. 


SERRE See RRR KR eee eee 


MP, 


The theme of the conference 
concerns the problems ‘of dis- 
abled school leavers, and their 
job prospects. 

We are pleased to have as 
our speakers Mr Barry Jones, 
who is Parliamentary 
Under Secretary of State for 
Wales, with special responsi- 
bility for the disabled, and Mr 
Geoffrey Arter, director of Top 
Ten Promotions. 

For the second year, the 
Wales Regional Co-ordinating 
Committee and visitors to the 
conference will spend the after- 


noon discussing and debating_ 


the employment problems of 
the disabled. 

An expert panel has een 
formed, comprising Mr George 
Wright, Secretary, Wales TUC, 
Mr P. J. K. Ferguson, direc- 
tor, personnel and social policy, 


British Steel © Corporation 
(Welsh Division), Mr*T. L. 
Williams, area  re-settlement 


adviser for the Wales Employ- 
ment Services Agency; Mr T. 
Lardeau - Randell, specialist 
careers adviser for handicapped 


~ young persons, Mid-Glamorgan 


Careers Services; Mr P. Dyer, 
head of employment and Mrs 
B. Adams, education officer, 
both of The Spastics Society. 

We are fortunate in having 
Lord Champion, PC, JP to 
chair our Conference and we 
look forward to a stimulating 
and objective day, and to those 
in Wales I ask for support in 
attending the conference so that 
a full and active discussion can 
take place. 


Peter will 
be missed 


I AM sad to report the recent 
death of Mr Peter Scowcroft 
of Penlan, Swansea. Peter, who 
was 27 years of age, was 4a 
severely handicapped spastic, 
who was educated at Ysgol 
Erw’r Delyn, Penarth, and had 
been working at the Swansea 
Spastics Association’s Long- 
fields Centre for six years. Peter 


was much respected at the 
centre, and all the trainees at- 


‘tended the funeral. He will be 


very sadly missed. 


A choir is 
at your 


service 


DOES anyone want the ser- 
vices of a Welsh male voice 
choir? An offer has been re- 


ceived from a choir, prepared 
to sing at any venue a reason- 
able distance from Cardiff, say 
within 170 miles. The singers 
are prepared to give their ser- 
vices free of charge and money 
raised will be given to the 
charity concerned. A .charge is 
made for-transport but in many 
cases this can be subsidised 
from the choir funds. If a 
venue a long way from Cardifl 
is chosen then it must be ‘on 
a Saturday evening so that the 
choir have time to travel there 
and back. For further details, 


please contact the senior 
regional officer at the Wales 


Regional Office. 


Laudate, Jane! 


THE youngsters seem to be 
coming to the fore in Wales to 
help spastics, and Jane Hel- 
lings, aged 14, of Broadhaven, 
wrote and produced a variety 
show which consisted of a 
series of short plays, one of 
which was in Latin and starred 
all the members of her family 
and friends. She raised £10, 
which was presented to the 
Pembrokeshire Spastics 
Society. Jane is* the grand- 
daughter of Mrs Dorothy Hel- 
lings, who is the immediate 
past-chairman of the Pem- 
brokeshire Society. 


Scouting for 
Monmouth boys 


READERS may remember my 
report about the success of 


Emlyn Dee, who became a 
Scout Leader in Monmouth- 
shire Extension Scouting, 


which has been devised to en- 
able disabled boys to enjoy 
scouting and furthermore, to 
integrate with other boys, 

If there are any handicapped 
boys in the Monmouthshire 
area Who are interested and 
would like to have more in- 
formation about becoming a 
scout, they should contact 
David Morris, Assistant County 
Commissioner (Extension), Tel 
Cwmbran 202, or telephone 
the senior regional officer, who 
will give you more information. 


ANOTHER group comes in to 
help swell the Wales Regional 
Fund, The Caernarvonshire 
Spastics Society under their 
Chairman, Judy Salisbury, has 
agreed to allow all the Boxes 
and Beacons collections cur- 
rently paid to their group to be 
paid to the Fund. The groups 
in Wales are once again demon- 
strating their faith in the region 
and the wider view that all 
the work for spastics in Wales 
must be helped. 


FUND RAISERS 


RAISE MONEY FOR YOUR clus, 
~ CHARITY OR ORGANISATION. 
GOOD PROFITS. GOOD PRIZES 
NO WAITING. INSTANT. PAYOUT. 


Write or ‘phone for our 


LATEST NEW FREE BROCHURE 
and sample tickets of our full range of 
fund raisers— Pontoon, Super Pontoon, 
Green Shield Stamps Pontoon, Bandit, 
Jackpot, 13 Football Results, Poker, 
Mini Bingo, Beer, Lucky 7 
and Tenner Bingo, 


LAKELAND 
INVESTMENTS 


DISTRIBUTORS & WHOLESALERS 
5-7 New York Rd, Leeds, L$2 7PL 
Tel: Leeds 3423 

Answering vice when closed — 


Leads (0522) 706821 


cd 
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; Raising cash Is a 
~ cut-throat business 


A- BEARDED _ barman 
from Blackpool got a close- 
shave from a cut-throat 
razor wielded in aid of 
charity. After. comedian 
Dick Emery—with scissors 
— and other Blackpool 
showbusiness stars, Duggie 
Clarke, Bert Weedon, 
Lenny Henry, Ann Emery 
and Don MacLean, -had 
their bit of fun, a cut- 
throat finished the job. 

A hair-raising experience 
for Paul Church—but he 


took it on the chin. 

The trimmings were col- 
lected up—taped to certifi- 
cates—and sold in aid of 
the Blackpool and Fylde 
Area Spastic Children’s 
Society. It was all part of 
a cabaret act and the 200 
people watching Paul at the 
hands of the demon bar- 
ber, combed through their 
pockets and parted with 
more than £200 for the 


cause. 
of Blackpool Gazette. 


Lancaster trainees learn 
how to help others 


THE Society’s Lancaster Train- 
ing Centre has experimented 
with an eight-week first aid 
training course run by the St 
John Ambulance Brigade, and 
‘over half the trainees passed to 
receive their basic first aid 
certificates, 

Senior social trainer Nor- 
man Stephenson, who was one 
of the four staff members who 
also took the course, said he 
felt that it would be very- 
valuable for those going on to 
work on leaving the centre. 

Paul Konopka was one of 
the successful students and he 


found the course both useful 


ONE would think that a local 
pools organiser and collector 


would be far too busy to in- 
volve further 


fund-raising activities for The 


themselves in 


Spastics Society. However, this 
is not the case for Mr Branton 
Fish and Mrs Joan Williams of 
Pembroke Dock, who raised 
£51 for the Pembrokeshire 
Spastics Society, with a coffee 
evening, 

They are pictured above at 
the pig a 


FOR SALE 
BRAUNE Batric wheel- 
chair, virtually new condi- 
tion. Offers over £200, — 
Write Mrs J. Shaw, 8 Bar- 
rington Avenue, Cheadle 
Hulme, Cheshire. Tel 061 
485 3206, after 6 pm. 


and enjoyable despite being 
quite severely handicapped. 

‘It’s something anyone can 
do,’ he said. He comes from 
East London but has started 
work as a fork lift driver at 
Garstang. Jillian Scarrott, 18, 
and Timothy Bingham, 19, who 
are both training to be office 
workers, said they. looked for- 
ward to being able to help if 
they were ever at the scene of 
an accident, 

Instructor Mr L. White said - 
it was the first time he had 
wotked with handicapped stu- 
dents but it would not be the 
last. 


Picture by courtesy | 


MOTORISTS 


‘November 
cookery 


with 


cold 


it makes us” 


THE _ trouble 
weather is that 
hungry for suetcrust puddings, 


thick satisfying stews, 
crumpets literally dripping 
with melted butter, all the 
foods, in fact, that tend to 
have an adverse effect on 
figures. .Here is a tempting 


recipe for a day when dieting 
seems to be something of a 
bore, when funds are depleted 
and everyone is particularly 
hungry. It is a good recipe 


when there are choosy visitors, 
too. 


COX’S BACON PIE (serves 4) 

1 tb (kg) potatoes, peeled — 

and cut 
dice 


into half-inch 


ee ee er ae mew SV Been S| Ary eet. aetna) 


Sib (200g) British or Ulster 


collar bacon, de-rinded 
and cut into strips 

4b (200g) Cox’s Orange Pip 
pin apples, peeled, cored 
and sliced 


1 tablespoon (15mm) brows ee 


sugar See: if ; 
Salt and pepper _ ' Hy 


4th (200g) shorterust_ pastry 3 


Parsley sauce ee ee 
Place potatoes, bacon ‘at 
apples in a greased, tw 


and cover the filling, | nike 
pastry trimmings_ for de 


tion. Cook at 400 deg F,’ Mk: 
6, 200 deg C, for 14-14 hours. 


Half-way — through’ ‘cooking 
time cover the top with a piece 
of foil to prevent pastry over- 


browning. Serve hot with a. 


wr | Parsley sauce, 


Come along — see for yourselves —. we can 
supply all your requirements ,at. discount 
prices. 


Exhaust systems 30% off ie 
Brake shoes 50% off 


Open Sundays 10am to, 12.30 sie 


For example’ 


DRIVE & SAVE MOTOR | 
ACCESSORIES - 


5 BEDFORD PARADE, NORTH SHIELDS 


Telephone : North Shields 78629 
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peELeTeS, a 
pie dish. Season and sprinkle — 
with sugar, Roll out, the ya 


nteers get together at Regional Conferences 


outh East 
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"man of. the 


concerned 
with help 


at home 


THE South East Regional 
Conference this year, held 


at the. Society’s Thomas 


Delarue School in Kent, 


had the theme. ‘Help for 
_ the Handicapped Person at 
Home.’ 

Mr E. G. Williment, Chair- 
South East 


= Regional Co-ordinating Com- 


“mittee, opened the conference 


with a review of the past year’s 


activities and spoke of a sur- 


years. 


vey he’had carried out into the 
Regional Fund over three 
The Region’s main 


_ expenditure had been on the 


‘Health and Social 


newly-completed Garwood 


Hotel at Bognor Regis. Mr 
_Williment said that there were 
plans for the hotel to take in 


guests for a short period this 
Christmas and then to open 


properly in April 1977, 


~The next speaker was Miss 
C. Jayne of the Department of 
Services, 
- Southern Region. She said that 


* “per department had a high res- 


pect for the work of The Spas- 


- tics Society, not only for its 


practical achievements but for 


| ‘ending, he 


“its campaign ‘to: provide: better 


‘services for the disabled gener- 
ally. She said that. voluntary 
organisations had a wide range 
of experience from which the 


department’s workers could 
learn, She stressed the import- 
ance of co-operation between 
professionals and- volunteers 
and said that even by working 
together it would be long time 
before society could meet the 


needs of the handicapped in 


full. 


She was followed by Miss 
Margaret Morgan, the Society’s 
Controller of Personal Social 
Services who quoting from 
a paper she had given in 
1967 “What are we trying to 
do? Help spastic people and 
their families or increase mem- 
bership of local groups?” — 
she said it was just as im- 
portant to clarify these aims 


‘today. The final goal of any 


help given should be to enable 
a cerebral palsied child to 
develop into as mature an 
adult as 
might entail a growing away 


from the family, local group ‘ 


or The Spastics~Society, as a 
whole. 


SONY 


possible, and_ this. 


Miss Morgan said it was 


important to find out what 
type of support handicapped 
people and their families fek 
they needed, to keep up a two- 
way flow of information 
between the Society and other 
bodies and to identify the gaps 
in community services. It was 
vital to consult cerebral palsied 
people themselves, including 
children and those who were 
mentally retarded and to ensure 
that the type of facilities pro- 
vided did not reinforce their 
dependence. 

Mrs Doris Clake, welfare 
officer for the West Sussex 
Group, then spoke of her home 
visits to families, many of 
whom lived in rural areas and 
had little contact with cither 
the Society or the local 
branch. : 

‘When I first started I was 
quite sure that doors- were 
about to be slammed in my 
face,’ she said, ‘But so far that 
has never happened. I am con- 


Cont on Page 10 


ay out for the children too 


East Region seeks 
closer co-operation 
with authorities 


‘A PARTNERSHIP of 
Purpose’ was the theme of 


the Society’s East Regional 
conference at Stevenage on 
Saterday, October 2. About 
150, delegates met to dis- 
cuss ways of improving the 
relationship between yolun-. 
tary organisations and 


petpiory bodies, and senior 


regional officer, Mr Cyril 
Cattell, heralded the event 
as a great success. ‘It was 
se! nice tg sé 50 


espec 
many mpeiaars eine 
said. 


Chairman of the conference 
was Lady Rachel Bowes Lyon, 
President of the Herts Associa- 
tion for the Disabled. 

Among the delegates was a 
group of overseas students 
from Bangladesh, Sri Lanka 
and the Seychelles, who had 
been sponsored by the Save 
the Children Fund. 

During the day delegates 
split up into study groups to 
discuss various questions. 
There was later an open for 
to_geliate - points raised. 

Because so many delegates 
were parents of spastic child- 
ren, a creche was provided. 


WHILE the parents are 
debating their future, these 
handicapped children are 
looked after in the confer- 
ence creche. 


; 


MR _E. G. Williment, 
standing left, who chaired 
the conference, shown with 
group members from Win- 
chester and Crawley. 


MRS Ws Dove, right, and Mrs B. Hinks, of the Central 
Surrey Group, admire the samples of spastic-made 


jewellery on show at the conference. 


Also in the picture 


is Mr N. Green, of Newton Aids Ltd, taking time off 
from his display to view the other exhibits. 


VOLUNTARY helpers who prepared and served a buffet lunch for conference delegates. 
Left to right, Mrs Dryden, Mrs Smith, Miss Smith, Miss Kinchen, Miss P. Smith, Mrs 


Kinchen, Mr Kinchen. - 


Social services can t cope with 


THE dilemma faced by 
social services departments 
in a shrinking economy 
was spelled out by Mr 
Richard Lloyd Jones, 
Director of Social Services 
for Northamptonshire, at 
the Society’s East Regional 
conference. 

He said that while little extra 
money was available, social 
problems on all fronts were 
increasing, 


More stress 


People were living longer so 
there were more old people to 
take care of. More stress in 
modern society produced more 
mental illness. Increased stress 
on families brought about 
higher- levels of juvenile 
delinguency and other prob- 
lems. And the increasing sur- 
vival rate coupled with apall- 
ing road accidents meant there 
were more handicapped people 
to take care of. 

‘Moreover with a budget of 
minimal growth we are expec- 
ted to deal with every prob- 
lem under the sun by some,’ 


everybody s problems 


he said. ‘And so often we 
become a scapegoat. 
‘If an old person is found 


Richard Lloyd Jones 


dead, where are the social ser- 
vices? Police officers attribute 
juvenile crime to the alleged 
attitude of social workers. If 
there is a coal strike, social 
seryices must ensure distribu- 
tion of coal. 

‘But the plain fact is that we 
cannot cope with all these 
needs.’ 

Instead he said, his depart- 
ment had developed a scale of 
priorities. ‘The object was to 
channel resources to areas of 
greatest need. 

Turning to the subject of co- 
operation between social ser- 
vices departments and volun- 
tary bodies, he said there were 
still some people who regarded 
such services as entirely the 
responsibility of the statutory 
body, He remembered a time 
when ‘the two worst four letter 
words were ‘flag days.’ 

‘But voluntary organisations 
have a proud: history in this 
country, he said. There is 
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Director tilts at libraries, evening classes and 
town hall hospitality 


LOCAL authorities should 


radically rethink their 
ties, to concentrate their 
resources where they are most 
needed, the Director of The 
Spastics Society, Mr James 
Loring told the East Regional 
conference. 

He said there should be a 
reduction of non essential ser- 
vices over the next two. or 
thre years, So that money 
‘Suld be released for disad- 
vantaged human beings. 

Mr Loring pointed out the 
need for long stay hospitals 
for mentally handicapped 


priori- 


people to be tun down to at 
least the size where a humane 
regime could be organised. 
But such policies could not 
be implemented because local 
authorities felt they had in- 


sufficient fiinds to — build 
smaller units for the mentally 


handicapped, 

‘Yet what guidance have 
they received from Central 
Government on priorities?’ he 
asked. 

‘Are parks, poblic libraries, 


wave making machines for 
swimming pools, private laya- 
tories for counciHlors and so 
on more important than facili- 
ties for human beings? 

Js it necessary to spend 
large sums of money on even- 
ing classes, which are pleas- 
ant, instructive, but not essen- 
tial, when services for the 
elderly and handicapped are 
being reduced? 

‘Why not limit the services 
of public Jibraries and record 


libraries, prohibit expenditure 
on new local authority build- 
ings, and divert the money to 
the needy? 

‘Or are we to continue to 
have expensive hospitality in 
town halls while the meal on 
wheel service grinds to a halt?” 

Mr Loring added that ser- 
vices for the handicapped were 
in many cases being neglected 
for no other reason than that 
ihe local authority concerned 
wished to preserve its tra- 
ditional policies and priorities. 

And he called for parliamen- 
tary and ministerial action te 
bring about a change. 
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Services 
can t cope 


Cont from Page 9 


hardly a social service which 
did not grow out of voluntary 
endeavour. 


“You know the kind of exist- 


ence to which spastics were- 


condemned before the emer- 
gence of The Spastics Society. 

‘In so many ways you have 
the advantage over statutory 
organisations, particularly 
when it comes to pioneering. 
You don’t need the authority 
of an Act of Parliament to set 


. about doing something.’ 


_ He mentioned the personal 
touch, spirit of independence 


and sources of enthusiasm 
available to the voluntary 
organisation. 


There were also weaknesses, 
such as an unwillingness to 
change with the times, and 
attitudes of condescension and 
the ‘fact that some voluntary 
organisations are’ not friendly 
towards one another. 

‘But there should be more 
of a joint strategy in dealing 
with social services,’ he said. 
“We constantly seek ways of 
involving voluntary organisa- 
tions. Co-operation is vital 
to maximise the care pattern. 

He said that already volun- 
tary organisations in his area 
were combining with ~ his 
department to provide badly 
needed services, And he listed a 
number of other suggestions of 
future schemes involving such 
co-operation. 

One was in the formation of 


~ 


ONE of the study groups which deliberated the conference 
theme, ‘A Partnership of Purpose.’ 


CONFERENCE Chairman Lady Rachel Bowes Lyon 
greets Mr Roy Layer, Director, Top Ten Promotions. 


Confident about future 


self help groups, which so often 
foundered for lack of support 
from social workers. Another 
was in the provision of recrea- 
tional facilities and holidays. 
A third was the setting up of 


information services. 

‘The. relationship between 
statutory and voluntary bodies 
should be like a marriage,’ he 
said. ‘There will be criticism, 


~but not the kind that destroys. 
We will concentrate on what 


can be done rather than. on 
what has not been done. 

‘It should be a partnership 
with a purpose, namely to 
develop the services for handi- 
capped persons so that they are 
enabled to live the fullest pos- 
sible life compatible with their 
handicap.” 


of Pool 


THE East Region Conference 
theme of ‘A Partnership of 
Purpose, was applied by Mr 


Roy Laver, Director of Top 
Ten Promotions, to, the 
relationship between _ his 


organisation and The Spastics 
Society. 

‘In this partnership,’ he said, 
‘the task of providing for the 
handicapped’ lies with The 
Spastics Society. To carry out 
this. -task large ~ financial 
resources are required, and for 
forward planning to be ’pos- 
sible, regular income must be 
assured.” : 

He said that Top Ten’s con- 
tribution was the regular rais- 
ing of those funds. They 
amounted to more than £33,000 
each week. 

Mr Laver assured the confer- 
ence that he was very confi- 
dent about the future of the 
Spastics Pool. This was des- 
pite legislation which had put 
difficulties in its way. And 
despite the unknown recom- 
mendations which might be 
put forward by the _Royal ° 
Commission on Gambling. 


THE Ellesmere Port and 
Wirral Spastics Society, formed . 
early this year, -have’ raised 
£300 with a wine and cheese 
party. 


South East 


Help at 


home 


Cont from Page 9 
vinced- that I am always wel- 
come because of my first 
words—“I am from your local 
spastics group and the mother 
OF. 2 severely-handicapped 
spastic’. ‘In many cases, 
went on” Mrs Clake, ‘The 
people we never saw were 
those who needed us most.” 

As well as offering moral 


support, Mrs Clake was able 
to explain to parents what 
government allowances they 


were entitled to, the type of 
services available and the func- 
tions of the various confus- 
ingly-titled professionals with 
whom the family was in con- 
tact. As her job increased in 
scope she began to transport 
spastic people to clubs, drive 
ihem to London and _ else- 
where for assessment and to 
take groups of people on 
holiday. ~ 

Mrs Clake | finished her 
speech with a warning to those 
considering following in her 
footsteps. about the emotional 
stress of the job. 

‘Unless your welfare officer 


‘is prepared to become really 


involved with her parents, I 
think she would be just another 
person knocking on a_ very 
well-worn door and taking up 
valuable time that the parent 
could well be using to help the 
child,’ she conclided, 

The last speaker of the 
morning was Mr 
Broderick, a director of Top 
Ten Promotions Ltd, at Bristol, 
who outlined the history and 
requirements of, the Spastics 
Pool. 

A buffet lunch was provided 
‘by staff of the Thomas Delarue 
School and members of Ton- 
bridge, Tunbridge Wells and 
Area Spastics Group. After 
the meal, delegates were able 
to inspect displays of aids and 
equipment “set up in the 
entrance hall or in the Visiting 
Aids Centre parked outside. 
Miss Elizabeth Fanshawe. of 
the Disabled Living Founda- 
tion, gave’a slide lecture on 
aids for the handicapped. 


Some people sit on a great idea 


Peter. 


parties of visitors around the 


school while others gave a 
display of gymnastics and 
basketball. 


The afternoon session began 
with a talk by Mr W. M. C. 
Hargreaves, Head of Recrea- 
tional Services. -He spoke of 


_ recreational. courses which his 


department had organised for 
the very severely handicapped 
in such subjects as bird-watch- 
ing which required no y-Daiysicnl 
effort. — 

‘If all we can do is to help 
many people see what they are 
looking at, we will have 
achieved a great deal,’ he said. 

He -added that 11 group holi- 
days had been organised dur- 
ing the year, all of which had 
been immensely popular and 
over-subscribed. Altogether 
208 spastic holidaymakers had 
taken part, including 90 wheel- 
chair users. 


Finance plea 


Mr Hargreaves appealed to 
groups to finance spastic mem- 
bers who wanted to attend 
recreational courses and to 
nominate somebody who would 
help them follow up new-found 
interests after the course with 
introductions to, local organi- 
sations such as bird-watching 
societies. 

His talk was followed by a 
lively ‘Any Questions’ session 
in which the day’s speakers 
formed the panel,. Topics 
covered included the need for 
more widespread knowlédge of 
exactly what — services ~ are 
available for the disabled and 
ways in which ‘government 


legislation could be explained © 


in simple terms. 


And dont know it gee 


But most people appreciate a MOLD-TECH textured plastic surface. ; 

Whether it chairs, cameras, car dashboards, moulded panels, typewriters or even plastic ducks the 
finish is enhanced by any one of the thousands of patterns in the MOLD-TECH range. 

The MOLD-TECH process which has been developed over many years, isa method of imparting 


a textured surface to any plastic injection mould. 


To obtain a set of free MOLD-TECH sample pattern plaques please circle the appropriate 


number on the customer enquiry card, 
drop us a line or give us a ring at..... 


MOLD-TECH, 

Standex International Ltd., 
Ashton Road, Bredbury, 
Stockport, Cheshire, SK6 2RD. 
Telephone :061-430 6815/8 
Cables: Rolemboss Stockport 
Telex: 667276 


make your home lighter, brighter, warmer. 


lifetime of trouble-free service, 


WINDOWS 


In so many ways Anglian can improve your living conditions, 
of Anglian products, all manufactured from satin finish ano: 
dised aluminium, require no maintenance and will give you a 


Head Office: OAK STREET, NORWICH, Tel: 29337, 
Branches throughout the country. Consult the Yellow Pages, 


The superb range 


vicsiapaceabaaeneiate Single 
or double glazed, Anglian Patio 
Doors will improve the appear- 
ance of your home, create a 
feeling of spaciousness and. 
light. 

Out with those old rust: 
ing or rotting window frames, 
in with superb Anglian Re: 
placement Windows, Many de- 
signs to choose from, a cholce 


of single or hermetically sealed 
double glazed units, 


Delarue students conducted | 


y 


MRS C. MYER, of ¥ 
Lodge Spastics Centre, 
Chertsey, and Mrs. D. Droy 
look at some of the speci ‘ 
aids for the handicapped. 
on display. in. mms ‘VAC on 
trailer. ¥ 


| ie ais 
new hobby 


A THREE-DAY recreational — 
school for the physically handi- 
capped was held at Nelson and — 
Colne: College, Lancashire. Tt 
was attended by 26 adults from 
all over the North West of — 
England, more than half of 3 
whom were in wheelchairs. © 

The course Was organised — 
jointly by the college and Th 


Spastics Society. Subjects 
studied included practical — 
music, field studies, photo: — 


graphy. archery, riding, beauty 
care and wheelchair er sts 


Adam ily 


affair 


Surrey, not ‘only raised £57 for 

spastics when they ran a mini- — 
bazaar at their home = father 
Brian Made So ie won the — 


the bear, along; with :the p: 
ceeds to: Coombe, Farm, Spi 
tics Centre, Croydon. : 
bazaar was opened by Coomb 
Farm warden Mr Barry * 
and his wife. 


oh 


| who raised the money 


to takepart 


"Students 
pay for 
US visit 


if JOHN Chubb, a resident of 
{ the Society’s Gladys Hol- 
man House, Camborne, 
spent a three-week holiday 
_in the United States, thanks 
| to fellow-students’ at. the 
~ Cornwall Technical College, 
for 
his fare. 
John, who is chairman of 
the Cambor ne-Redruth 


Es | Physically Handicapped and 


Able-Bodied club, went to 
America with a party of 
_ PHAB members from all 
parts of Britain. 
The students also raised 
_ enough money to buy stereo 
equipment for Gladys Hol- 
man. House, 


BARROW and District Spas- 
tic and Handicapped Child- 
ren’s Society are £39.05 richer 
with children’s generosity and 
adults’ jumble to thank for it. 


‘Six different groups of friends 


in the area independently held 
jumble sales with £14 coming 
from the most successful and 
£3.10 from the sale of comics 


alone. 


AFTER a long career as a professional horticulturalist, 
Nellie de Beaufort Saunders brings an expert touch to 
pruning trees in her own garden. 


~ Casting around for advice on 


DISABLED people unable 
in more 
~ strenuous pastimes are 
turning to ‘angling — the 


country’s most popular out- - 


door participant sport—for 
their recreation and enjoy- 
ment. They are helping to 
swell the ranks of the three 
million anglers of all ages 
who fish Britain’s inland 
Waters and coastal areas 
every year. But they need 
~ advice on where they can 
- fish, how to use fishing 
tackle and __ specially 
designed equipment and 
those anxious to help 


handicapped anglers need - 


advice, too. 


The Disabled Living 


«His sponsored pumpkin | 


Foundation, with the. active 
support of the 
Anglers’ Council, the repre- 
sentative body for angling, in 
England and Wales, is to make 
a technical film for disabled 
people already enjoying ang- 
ling and those who wish to do 
so. The film will cover sea, 
coarse and game angling and 
will be especially directed to- 
wards. disabled persons. of all 
ages, their families and friends, 
doctors and therapists and also 
able bodied fishermen who are 
willing to help. 

The film will show how dis- 
abled persons can overcome 
their disabilities and enjoy this 


grew into real money 


CINDERELLA'S pumpkin in the fairy story was transformed 
into a carriage, but at Ashington, Sussex, a pumpkin turned 
- jnto cash. And the money did’nt change back at midnight but 
was deposited safely in the funds of The Spastics Society’s 


Ingfield Manor School. 


‘The Sussex pumpkin was the result of a sponsored ‘grow- 

in’ by Mr Gerry Barnard, following a challenge by workmates. 

The weigh-in took place at Ashington Horticultural Show and 
Mr Barnard’s pumpkin tipped the scales at 66lb. 

Sponsorship was organised by the Griffin Charity Group of 

~ young fund-raisers, who collected a total of £240 for Ingfield 


‘Manor. 


National | 


popular outdoor sport; how 
special tackle has been 
designed for them; where they 
may fish in safety and comfort 
and how they may learn: the 


- basic techniques of the gentle 


art of angling. 
Technical research into the 


film has commenced and the 
Foundation wishes to obtain as 
much information as possible 
from disabled persons already 
fishing, fishery owners willing 
to cater for handicapped 
people, equipment designers 
and would-be anglers who 
have met snags in trying to 
take up the sport. Clubs and 
individuals who would like to 
offer facilities and assistance 
are also asked for information 
and advice. Their help will 
ensure the film is a complete 
guide to angling for the dis- 
abled. 

The National Anglers’ Coun- 
cil is now compiling a book 
listing more than one hundred 
fishing waters available for dis- 
abled anglers which it is hoped 
will be published in conjunc- 
tion with the film. 

Anyone with experience of 
value to disabled angling 
beginners, such as equipment 
designers, fishery owners 
including clubs and _ public 
authorities. and individuals, 
are asked to contact—Miss 
Kay Evans, Disabled Living 
Foundation, 346 Kensington 
Hight Street, London W14 
8NS. Tel: 01-602 2491, 


COLLEGE OF LIBRARIANSHIP WALES © 


|| +)” PRINCIPAL: F, N. HOGG, MA, DPA, FLA 


. a College of Librarianship Wales in conjunction with the University 


’ 


* 
r 
YS 


The courses are inténded for those who wish 
to make a career in Librarianship and Infor- 
mation: $ ience. As iwell as providing educa- 
‘ti they also. allow the 
studén ispetialise in a\subject of his own 
“blectad from, the; range’ available in 
the Facultids) of Arts or Science. 


tion I indie 


choite 


The college also offers a three-term Post- 
~ For! further information please write to or telephone the Registrar, 
? College of Librarianship Wales, Llanbadarn Fawr, Aberystwyth, Dyfed, 


SY23 3AS. Tel: Aberystwyth (STD 0970) 3181 


peilege of Wales, Aberystwyth, offers courses leading to a Joint 
Honours Degree of the University of Wales. 


graduate University of Wales Diploma course 
in library studies as well as a Master’s Degree 
(by thesis) in library studies. In addition the 
college offers a two- year professional course 
for students with two ‘A’ 
tion for the Library Association examinations 
leading to Associateship (ALA), 


levels in prepara- 
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Fver said you have nothing to do’? 


Nellie makes retirement 


a full-time occupation 


NELLIE de Beaufort 
Saunders once pleaded 


with a local council to 
be given a job as a 
gardener. Somewhat 
reluctantly, . because 
she had a mild form of 
spastic hemiplegia, she 
was given a month’s 
Chrdai=-as “a> —“casual 
labourer. When she 
retired 20 years ‘later 
she held the post of 
assistant to the senior 
county horticulture 
officer. 


Nellie was born in 1914 
at Shalstone, near Bucking- 
ham, where she attended 
the village school until the 
age of 15. People did not 
understand much about 
spastics in those days and 
the other children used to 
tease her and push her 
over. 


But there was one 
activity in which — she 
excelled over her class- 


mates. Despite having full 
use of only her left hand 
she developed a real. talent 
for art and as a child won 
prizes in national compe- 
titions for her flower paint- 
ings. Nowadays, although 
she has had no formal! art 
school training she still 
executes very professional 


Ambulance 
gift from 
the Lions 


ALTRINCHAM District 
Lions Club has presented a 
new ambulance to the Lil 
Stockdale Centre at Sale in 
Cheshire. Pictured at the 
handing-over ceremony are 
(left to right) Mr Donald 
Rowe, President of the 
Lions Club, Mr W. Sayle- 
Creer, President of the Lil 
Stockdale Centre, Mrs J. 
Freake, Mr Robin Noel 
{Lions Club member) and 
Mr J. Heney. Mrs Freake 
and Mr Heney are co- 
Chairmen of the Appeals 
Committee for Sale, Altrin- 
cham and District Spastics 
Society. 


water colour studies of 
plant life. 

She spent her ‘teens -and 
twenties painting, writing and 
becoming an expert gardener 


while living at home with her. 


mother: in various parts of 
North Bucks. ‘My mother was 
the dearest and kindest parent 
anyone could have,’ she said. 
‘She did all she possibly could 
for me without pampering me.’ 

During this period Nellie 
wrote. children’s stories for 
publication, notably in the 
Mabel Lucy Attwell annuals. 


Found a job 


At the end of the war she 
went for out-patient — treat- 
ment at Stoke ~- Mandeville 


Hospital and just’ one year’s 
physiotherapy worked won- 
ders for her hemiplegic con- 
dition. The improvement was 
such that she was able to look 
for full-time employment: and 
at the age of 36 she found her 
first wage-earning post with a 
company making religious 
films. 

She then spent 2} years as an 
invoice clerk-in a sports and 
leather shop, but was keen to 
find a job where she could 
follow her interest in horticul- 
ture and all forms of natural 
history. In 1954 she persuaded 
the Bucks Education Authority 
to let her work in the gardens 
section of the courity farm at 
Stoke Mandeville, and she 
stayed there for 20 years. 

As well as holding down 
this full-time post she wrote 
a regular gardening column 


and the ‘Children’s Column’ 
for the local newspaper. In 
1957 her mother died and she 
passed the ultimate test of 
independence by living alone, 
at first in ‘digs’ and later in 


‘her own little council bunga- 


low, 

In the late: 1960s - osteo- 
arthritis forced her to give up 
outdoor work and she trans- 
ferred to an office job at the 
farm, helping to devise plant- 


-ing schemes for new. gardens. 


The arthritic condition led to 
an operation for a replacement 


hip joint and it was while 


convalescent that she 


married. 


‘I was in a wheelchair for the 
wedding, and had to be carried 
to the taxi,’ she laughs at the 
recollection. 


She retired from the county 
farm over two years ago and 
now lives with her husband in 
a village on the main road 
between Aylesbury and 
Oxford. Foliage overflows 
from the garden into all the 
rooms of the bungalow. where 
she grows-African Violets and 
other pot plants from cuttings, 
and even extends on to the 
walls in her exquisitely 
detailed flower paintings. 

The couple have nursed 
wounded fledglings back to 
hfe and have given pet names 
to many of the birds which 
peck at the french windows 
demanding food.-. With a 
shared interest in classical 
music and literature they have 
no need of television. 


For Nellie, retirement is a 
full-time occupation. As well 
as her consuming passion for 
gardening, bird-watching, writ- 
ing and painting, she has been 
a collector for the Spastics 
Poo] since the early 1960s. 

Her hip operation has meant 
that she has to walk with a 
stick for the first time in her 
life and her hemiplegic hand 
is as recalcitrant as ever. With 
humorous exasperation she 
refers to it as ‘Piggy and 
swears at it when it slows her 
down, 

“That seems to help— 
laughed. 

Despite her physical limita- 
tions, Nellie’s days of retire- 
ment are as packed = with 
interest as the working lives 
of many able-bodied people. 
As she writes in one of her 
poems:— 

‘They rush and tear, 

And cannot bear 

To pause awhile to “Stand 

and Stare,” 

And yet they pity me! 

ANNE PLUMMER, 


rt 


got 


she 


Best 
wishes | 
from 


Kodak 
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Festival 
scores 
another 
SUCCESS 


WHEELCHAIR dance 
teams from Bristol, York, 
Wales and Scotland were 
triumphant at a Wheel- 
chair Dance Festival spon- 
sored by The  Spastics 
Society and held at the 
Hammersmith Palais, Lon- 
don, on October 19 and 20. 

Prizes were presented by 
Mr Leslie Crowther, the 
famous comedian of stage 
and television, assisted by 
Mr Ken Long, Managing 
Director of Top Ten Pro- 
motions, Bristol. 

Over 70 handicapped men, 
women and children, took to 
the floor to demonstrate the 
considerable skills they haye 
learned in manipulating their 
wheelchairs in formation and 
to music. 

Commented Mr A. T. S. 
Edwards, physical education 
adviser, and chairman of 
the Wheelchair dance Associa- 
tion: ‘Wheelchair dancing is 
growing steadily more popular. 
It provides a wonderful oppor- 
tunity for people confined to 
2 wheelchair to express them- 
selves. in moyement and to 
music.’ 

The judges were Mrs D. 
Monzani, and Mr Edward 
Ghys, both teachers of dane- 
ing; and Miss _ Elizabeth 
Dendy, senior executive of the 
Sports Council. 

The winners were: ; 

Children A group: Plant-Y- 
Delyn from Ysgol Erw’r Delyn 
School, Penarth, South Glam- 
organ. 

Children B . group: The 
White Roses of York, North- 
field School, Beckfield Lane, 
Acomb, York. 

Aduit A group: The 
Choughs wheelchair dance 
team, Falmouth, Cornwall. 

Adult B group: The Kings- 
Tey Dancers, Bristol, Avon. 

Adult noyelty dance: The 


Choughs. 

Children’s novelty - dance: 
The Kilbarchan Weavers, 
Coresford School, Milliken 
Park, Kilbarchan, Renfrew- 


shire. 


Printed by F. J. Parsons Ltd, 
Hastings, and published by The} 
Spastics Society, 12 Park Crescent, } 
London WIN 4EQ. 


one can dance |4 


NOT every team that takes part can win a prize but The 
Habbies from the Corseford School, Kilbarchan, Ren- 
frewshire, certainly put in a colourful appearance for 
their try at the children’s novelty dance contest during 
the Wheelchair Dance Festival. 


206 mile 


surprise 


MR and Mis Roy Griffin 
had just settled down to a 
quiet evening at home 
when there was a knock at 
the door and when. they 
opened it—to their amaze- 
ment—was their son Keith. 


For Keith is a severely 
handicapped spastic living 
at the Society’s Princess 


Marina Centre, Seer Green, 
Buckinghamshire, all of 
206 miles away from: his 
parents’ home in Crown- 
hill, Plymouth. 

Keith usually goes home 
for his holidays but this 
time he thought he’d give 
his parents a surprise and 
he certainly succeeded. His 
mother explained: ‘In the 
ordinary way he is put. on 
the train at Reading and I 
meet him at Plymouth — 
usually he’s. sitting in his 
wheelchair in the guards’ 
van.’ 

This time however he 
drove the whole way in his 
Invacar, leaving the centre 
at 845 am and arriving 
home at 7.45 pm, stopping 
for a rest every 50 miles. 


SMILES of victory from the White Roses of York team from Northfield school, 
Acomb, Yorks, who won the children’s group B are matched by the smile of pleasure 
from Leslie Crowther, former chairman of the Stars Organisation for Spastics. 


‘Disabled losing millions in 
unclaimed benefits 


ARE you claiming all the 
benefits you are entitled 
to? Alf Morris, MP: the 
Minister for the Disabled 
says many. millions of 
pounds in Government 
benefit remain unclaimed 
every year. 

-At a meeting of the Wick, 
Caithness, branch of the Dis- 
ablement Income Group, on 
October 23, he said: 

‘We know that—despite all 
our efforts—very many. dis- 
abled people are just not get- 
ting the benefits’ Parliament 
designed for them. Although it 
is not possible to work out an 
exact figure, it is indisputable 
that many millions of pounds 
go unclaimed every year. 

‘The problem of abuse—of 
people claiming benefits to 
which they are not entitled and 
cheating their fellow citizens— 
is a very serious one. But the 
problem of unclaimed benefits 
is hardly ever noticed.’ 

Mr Morris went on to speak 
of the problems of disabled 
people who wanted to do a 
useful job in the community 
and to become tax payers. 
There had been unprecedented 
recent progress for disabled 
people. But there were still 
thousands of them, many with 
excellent qualifications, who 
were not getting the chance to 
do the jobs for which théy 
were ready and willing and 
able to do. He said; 

‘Employers sometimes have 


a very restricted view of what 
a handicapped person can do, 

‘We must have regard not 
just to the disabilities of dis- 
abled people, but also to their 
abilities. What I resent (and 
[ know disabled people resent) 
is the implication in the 
approach of some employers 
that disabled people must 
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achieve more than the able- 
bodied in order to be 
regarded as their equals.’ 

Mr Morris went on: ‘Not- 
withstanding the daunting 
economic problems we have 
been tackling, this Government 
has given very high priority to 
the severely disabled. We are 
determined ta go on-doing so,’ 
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OF course The Spastics Society doesn’t like to kee 
visitors waiting in the reception area at the Park Crescen 


NOVEMBER | 1976 


Message while you 


wait for HQ 


callers 


By 


London, headquarters, but sometimes it’s unavoidabl¢, 


And while they sit they might as well 


Sage ic 
So from 


“get the mess 


i 


this month, callers will be handed a mini tape 


recorder and invited to listen to a three-minute talk about thp 
work of the Society which has been especially recorded br 
actress Muriel Pavlow, a hard-working member of the Star 


Organisation for Spastics. 


Our picture shows Muriel in the reception giving the tape 
4 trial run. In the background is Cherie Riley from the Secre} 


tarjial Bureau. 


The da 


Palace 


IT was, said an awe- 
struck Steven Hudson, 
aged 15, from the 
Society’s Ingfield 
Manor School, just like 
‘The Duchess of Duke 
Street,’ for round the 
coachyard at Bucking- 


-ham Palace the Royal 


carriages, with their 
scarlet - caped drivers 
and _ postillions, and 
drawn by the Queen’s 
horses, prepared for 
the glittering arrival of 
an Ambassador. 

Steven, and nearly 100 
others from the Society’s 
centres and schools, 
together with Riding for 
the Disabled Association 
members, were at Bucking- 
ham Palace for the first- 
ever National Spastics 
Gmykhana. 

It was held in the Royal 
Riding School itself by special 
permission of the Queen, and 
was organised by Mr A. T. S. 
Edwards, the Society’s physical 
education adviser. 

He expkiined: ‘I wrote to 
the Palace six months ago ask- 
ing for permission for the 


Offtoa stylish marriage .. . 


AN open carriage and a 
stylish marriage for the 
wedding of Joan Sweeting 
and Jim Dennet. - . 
They were married at 
Wakes Colne Parish 
Church and their reception 


at the Stars Organisation 
for Spastics’, Wakes Hall 
Centre, was attended by 
many members of the SOS, 
among them Muriel Pay- 
low, Mr and Mrs John 
Horsley, Mrs Sheila Staple- 
ton and Mrs Sheila Raw- 
storne, Chief Executive of 
the SOS. After a honey- 
moon at Clacton, Mr and 
Mrs Dennet returned to 
Wakes Hall to their new 
home there. ; 


we went. 


| 
gymkhana, and I got in touch 
with the Riding for the Dis-) 
abled Association | whose; 
Patron is. Princess Anne. | 


‘Now Vve_ had 


hold-10 Regional Gymkhanas’ 


next year and the 12 best teams } 4 


will come to the Royal Mews. , 
And we're hoping that Prin- } 
cess Anne will be 
attend.” 

The mounts were from 
Peter Felgate’s | Bradbourne | 
Riding and Training Centre, 


Seal, Sevenoaks, and included | 


the ‘Blue Peter’ pony bought 
through money raised on the 
BBC children’s TV programme, 

Peter Felgate was the Riding 
Master and the arena where 
Princess Anne used to practice 
soon rang to cheers from the 
riders’ supporters. The morn- 
ing was spent riding heats for 
the dispatch, bending, potato, 
obstacle and bucket eliminator 
races, and the afternoon saw 
the finals of these team events. 
The finale was the jumping 
event, 
which was watched by the 
Duke of Beaufort, Master of 
the Queen’s Horse, Mr Dorrien 
Belson, Chairman of The Spas- 
tics Society, and Mr James 
Loring, the Society’s Director, 

The Duke presented the 
Monzani Rose Bowl to the 
winning team from the Star 
Centre for the Disabled, Chel- 
tenham. The trophy was dona- 
ted by the Amersham Com- 
munity Association in memory 
of all the charity work under 
taken by the late Mr Roy 
Monzani. 


His widow, Mrs Andre Mon- 
zani, and daughter Paula, who 
attended the Society’s Thomas 
Delarue School, in Tonbridge, 
were there to see the prize pre= 
sented. 

Allan Bagshaw, of the Star 
Centre, won the 
plaque for the jumping event 
in which he cleared a jump of 
ahnost 4ft, 

There were rosettes for the 
other competitors, but for alt 
of them the fact that they had 
ridden at the Palace in the 
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Royal Riding School was the — 


best prize of all. And there 


was another—Mr Raymond — 


Brooks-Ward on behalf of the 
Riding for the Disabled Asso~ 
ciation, invited all’ the com 
petitors to the first afternoon 
performance of the Olympia 
International Showjumping 
Championships on Thursday, 
December 16, 
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riding atthe 


so many) 7 
requests that we are going toy 7 


pemerk!ty 


‘Chase me Charlie, - 


individual — 
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